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Burning

to that tireless wizard of electricity

Thomas Alva

darkness from the earth than any other
was entirely devoted to the study of the mysteries of nature
to dispel the

mortal.

His

life

being so wrapt up in his discoveries that sleep was often forgotten.

During a period of fifty years, a stream of inventions issued from his fertile
brain for the comfort and happiness of all mankind. The eulogy spoken at Baghdad,
entitling him as 'The Apostle of Light and Power," will find an echo around the
globe.

In passing through the portals of Death, it has been said, "He kept the light
burning." As bearers of the True Light, ''that lighteneth every man that cometh
into the world," can the same be said of us when we pass from the toils of earth?

(See Article on Page 52)

Washington

in Praye:r at Vali^i^y Forge

The Religious Life of George Washington

A

GLIMPSE

into the

It is evident in

did,

but especially

George

In those of his diaries which have been pre-

interesting study.

Mount Vera record of Washington's attendance at church, either at Pohick or Christ
Church in Alexandria on an average of once a
month. From this time forward, Washington
attended church wherever possible. As vestryman of both Pohick and Christ Church, he was

religion of

Washington provides an

nearly everything the

is

man

striking in his military

it

service during the Revolution and in his public

communications during

his administration as the

First President of this country.

As commanding
itia

of

of

officer

the

Virginia mil-

on the frontier during the Indian troubles
that

section,

Washington evinced

nounced appreciation for

many

insistent

religion.

is

concerned

administrative

in

requesting a chaplain for his troops.

of

affairs

the

church.

Day

Fasted All

An

wrote

Governor Dinwiddie,

to

letters

non, there

pro-

a

He

served covering the time he was at

Wash-

interesting incident with regard to

ington's religious life

is

the fact that on June

day the Boston Port Bill became
Washington recorded in his diary that
he "went to Church and fasted all day." This
was in accordance with the proclamation issued
by the House of Burgesses.
Throughout the Revolution, even when hope
ebbed to the depths, Washington believed that
Providence was directing the affairs of America.
He knew better than any other man the
great difficulties which stood in the way of suc1,

1774, the

effective,

Troops Ordered

to

Prayer

At Fort Loudoun, Winchester, Virginia,
when he was 24 years old, the young Colonel
ordered that "the men parade tomorrow morning at beating the long

roll,

and ammunition clean and
to be

ive

marched by

the.

in

with their arms

good order, and

Sergeants of the respect-

companies to the Fort, there to remain

prayers are over."

appeared negligent

When some
in this

matter he issued

more emphatic orders to the same
after, Sunday services among
troops was a standing order.

until

of his officers

effect.

totally

There-

Perhaps after his marriage Washington was
some extent in his church attendance by Mrs. Washington. While no positive
influenced to

statement can be

made

to this effect,

it

never-

from a study of the records, that Washington's attendance at church
became a bit more consistent after his marriage.
theless appears likely

knew

that the

cause had been saved from ruin by some
,

still

frontier

these

Better than any one else he

cess.

human

No

unexpected when
effort could rescue

it

even'.'

appeared that no

it.

finer attitude of tolerance for other

men's

and beliefs has ever been given than that
of George Washington.
Always he opposed
persecution of any nature, and insisted that it
was man's right to worship God as he saw fit.
The true worth of George Washington's religion is expressed in his last words which he
faiths

breathed witli the greatest of

from the
fatal

.

.

.

first

but

I

that

am

difficulty,

the disorder

"I felt

would prove

not afraid to go."
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muet bHtrnp

one could tell me what my soul might be
searched for God, and God eluded me
I sought my mother out, and found all three,
My soul, my God, and all humanity."

"No

Rise, soul,

I

What

His hand has thrown open the kingdom of
heaven to all believers, and the door which He
has opened no human hand can shut.
—Hugh T. Kerr.

For Christ is more than all the creeds.
And His full life of gentle deeds
Shall

A

all

is a rrttiar^irr of tl\sm

tl;at il^p is, anl) tl:?at

stek l|im.— l^ebrfniH H;fi

from thy despairing knees
thy lips have drunk the lees?
The passion of a larger claim
Will put thy puny grief to shame.
if

— Angela

When we
Christ

mon

speak of consecrating our lives to
common deeds of the com-

to the

is

it

days that

we must

—John

Oxenham.

thought

is never secure until it has passed
into heart and has become a desire,
an aspiration, a passion

Man should mount on
New height in view

H. Jowett.

Our most needed instrument is not the telewe see the distant stars, but
faith by which we look into the face of an

scope by which

Russell Miller.

J.

each

help whereby he
mounts,
The ladder rung his foot has left, may fall.
Since all things suffer change save God the
Truth.
the

— Robert

from mind

—John

think of turning.

—

;

the creeds outlive.

Morgan.

Browning.

The immediate job, as all will admit, is the
elimination of war, and the placing of civilization on the firm basis of friendship and cooperation.

— Cornelius

H. Patton.

ever-present and eternally loving God.

—Walter

There must be great acts of trust. In this
in no other have vital churches ever

D. Cavert.

way and
Each severe

He

been developed.

affliction

sanctify and change
Into benediction.

— Lucy

A. Burnet.

"The whole

habit of anxiety has for
habit of prayer.

its

—John

contrary the

A. Hutton.

wonderful and glorious fact that
the reign of Christ over our hearts establishes
order and peace in our souls.

"Each

DouGEAS Mackensie.

"But

ill

We

personal Jesus possessed is our only power.
Him all preaching is empty clamor.
Him all church machineries but idle

Without
Without

of

Christianity

is

has

hearts and lives."

its

compensation, there

is

pinion

heal-

never

take out of this world our moral and
condition and as the tree falleth, so

it

"The
day

clatter.

L.

human

—

spiritual

must

—Theodore

work

ing for every pain,
the bird with the broken
soars as high again."

It is a really

— W.

blessed

R. Mott.

simply the influence of the love of the unseen
Christ in

The

A

—John

will

to

lie

!

—Joseph

Parker.

soul that has learned to face duty from
day is ever prepared to meet death

unafraid."

Cuyler.

desires
and merciful Father, who hast taught all men to pray, grant us the pure
power and
and the unbounded faith which our Lord has taught the world to seek in Thy
Amen.
mercy

ALMIGHTY
!
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Jesus,

when

Thy manger,

My

and

—Every

Christian a Life

Member

Inspiration for Lent

O

I think of Thee,

cross

Missions

of

February, 1932

throne.

let me share Thy holy birth.
Thy faith. Thy death to sin!

And, strong amidst

spirit trusts exultingly

My

In Thee, and Thee alone.

heavenly

the toils of earth.

life begin.

The Campaign of Spiritual Emphasis
]\

yTUCH

time and labor has been spent by the Committee on Spiritual

Resources, of which Dr.

WilHam

F.

Kosman

is

the able

and pains-

Has this
taking Chairman, on The Campaign of Spiritual Emphasis.
Campaign caught the imagination of our pastors, who are the spiritual
leaders of their flocks?

of

its

Unless

it

has, the Five Point

Program

will fail

great mission to the Churches.

'Ture religion and undefiled" is only obtainable by the indwelling
and inworking of the Holy Spirit. There is no spiritual life possible
without the presence and power of the Spirit of God. And we must ''take
time to be holy." No program can be productive of its best results in the
lives of Christians unless they meditate on the Word of Truth, pray
fervently and hold fellowship with

and of good

all

the things that are pure, right

report.

In this season of Lent, no congregation will enter into
significance unless the pastor by precept

and example

will

its

deepest

magnify

its

spiritual value.

has truly said: 'Through intelligent labor, earnest
prayer, adventurous faith and a definite linking up with the purposes of
God, we shall be able to make this a most significant year for the

Pastor

Kosman

Reformed Church and

the

Kingdom. God help us not

Allen

hour."
51

R.

to fail

Him

in this

Bartholomew.

The:

52

A New

Outlook of Missions

Meaning for the Season

LENT

as a time of happiness was the
subject of the Bishop of London's
Lenten pastoral to his own people last

year.

He

said:

There is no doubt that even among
Church people Lent is often dreaded. "It
is an ancient institution," they acknowledge, ''but it is a necessary evil to be got
over as well as may be."
But I want to put before you, my dear
people, Lent as a time of happiness. If
we had really heard the voice of Jesus
Himself when He was on earth saying,
"Come into a desert place and rest
awhile," should we have felt it a great

penance to have gone with

what Jesus does say

Him ?

This

is

to us at the begin-

ning of Lent.

We are to "come apart and rest awhile,"
our money worries, to
rest, if we can, even from all the grinding machinery which seems, today, essential to the work of the Church, to rest
from all the "gloomy doubts that rise,"
and just sit, as Mary did, at the Master's
to

rest

from

feet.

Ought

be a wearisome or gloomy
thing to do? Ought it not to be a wonderful refreshment to soul and body?
truce, for a time, to the ceaseless social
engagements.
good excuse, in one
kind of society, for refusing those endless dinner parties, and a chance, instead,
of a quiet read at home. At the other end
this to

A

A

[February^

of Lent

of society, a quiet service in Church and
a talk about eternal things instead of the
club or the cinema.
What a blessed
change, if only we can fall in with it
Lent should be a time of happiness.
There is a beautiful promise in the Old
Testament: "I will allure her and bring
her into the wilderness and I will speak
to her heart/'
That seems to be the
reason why Jesus says to us, "Come ye
into a desert place and rest awhile."
Of course in the quiet we shall repent,
if we are honest with ourselves
repentance in its Greek form means "change
of mind."
shall see more clearly the
truth that "the things which are seen are
temporal, the things which are not seen
are eternal," but we shall only repent
;

We

we love.
The main object of Lent is to draw
closer to Him, "whom having not seen
we love," and to let Him "speak to our
heart." To draw near and abide in the
Presence of One we love is a happy thing
because

to do.
I am bold enough, therefore, to wish
you a Happy Lent, and if during Lent
you discover, as you will, many things
to be forgiven, be sure that "if you confess your sins. He is faithful and just to
forgive you your sins," and you will find

at

Easter the truth of our Lord's saying:

"He

to

whom much

is

forgiven, the

same

loveth much."

Edison Memorial at the American School for Boys, Baghdad
(This account was printed in Al-Akhhar, a leading paper of Baghdad on November
16, 1921, and furnished us through the courtesy of Rev. David D. Baker,
Vice -Principal of the School)

BEFORE

the clock struck four P.

M.

on Saturday last, groups of invited
ladies and gentlemen were already entering the garden of the American School
for Boys of the capital. Edison's picture
was elevated on the platform surrounded
by the joint wreath formed of the Iraqi
and American flags that crowned the head
of the great man.

At 4.30

the Principal of the School
opened the meeting, welcoming the guests
in English for their kind response.
He

then introduced Mr. Michel Haddad, one
of the teachers, who, in a few words,
pointed out the purpose of the afternoon

and announced that the program originated and found fertile soil in the minds
of the students and was only made posHe then
sible by them and through them.
proceeded to introduce the speakers, ora-

and poets. The first on the program
was Mr. Abdul Masih Wazir who gave
an address in which he mentioned Mr.
tors

Edison's inventions,

whom

he eulogized

The: Outi^ook of Missions
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and Power. He
Mallah
who recited a remarkable poem which was
well received.
Mr. Anwer Shaul, a barrister and editor of Al-Hasid, made some
appropriate remarks, followed by a fine
poem by Mr. Jamil Sudqi Az-Zahawi.
This
was interrupted by successive
ovations of applause.
Mr. Haddad now
addressed in English the U. S. Charge
d'Affaires, Mr. Alexander Sloan, presenting on behalf of the students Mr. Edison's
as the Apostle of Light

was followed by Mr.

Mahmud

53

Mr. Sloan was the last speaker.
expressed his thanks for the picture
and turning to the audience recognized
with gratitude the fine sentiments revealed
by the Iraqis. Mr. Treskonoff's orchestra
added to the solemnity of the occasion.
The meeting adjourned at 6.00 o'clock.
The audience leaving the School garden
highly impressed by the work of those
who planned for the memorial as a tribute
to
Edison who was an apostle to
humanity.
picture.

He

The Unchan 7ing Christ
By Rev.

JESUS CHRIST
today

and

people

are

L. B.

the same yesterday,

forever."

much

Many good

disturbed

changes that are going on in

this

by the

our great

The Church has changed; the call
the task to evangelize the word seems
have suffered much in recent years the

age.
to
to

;

great objective set before the young men
and women in our schools and colleges in
the past seems to have lost its commanding power.
New and more intelligent
views of the reHgions of the Orient demand a new slogan. The evangelization
of the world in this generation, which
came with such power to a former time,
new
no longer makes its appeal.
slogan is called for, it would seem, to
arouse a new interest to meet the real
needs of this hour.

A

may

be so. But the mind of
our Leader has not changed. The great
Apostle Paul, the greatest of all missionaries of the Church in any age, followed
Him who remains as unchanged in His
purpose as His character.
If men and
women have been called into the active
service of His Church, it follows that
they must accept that plan adopted by
Him for the evangelization of the world.
Any change that has taken place in regard to plans or views of Christ's Kingdom on the part of men, can in no way
^^'ell,

it

Wolf, D. D.
change the basic idea that Christ laid
for His Church.
A better knowledge of other religions in the great lands
of the East in no way can set aside our
Lord's plan for all men, who are seeking
that fuller truth which is the claim of
He has made only one plan
Jesus.
God's plan, to meet human needs. In it
He includes all men and women in all
lands. No method is half so important to
the carrying on of His work, as is the
divine grace included in His eternal love.
He planned for the salvation of all men
on the cross. No one of those who have
accepted Jesus as Lord and Christ can
plead human changes and difficulties as
an excuse for failing to carry His blessed
Gospel in all ways possible and effective,

down

to the millions.

No man
men

in

can maintain that the ideas of
any age and under any conditions,

can be such as to be assigned as a sufficient reason for setting aside the gracious purpose of our loving Father to

make His Son known

to all

men

in all

lands.

To this task the unchanging Christ as
He lived His short life of love and service, called His first followers-; and He
If we
has never uttered any other call.
fail now, it is because we fail to know
Him and the power and purpose of His
victorious life.
The Foreign Missionary.

"7 enjoy the magazine very much."

Mrs. E. O. Stroup, R.

F. D. 9, Goshen, Ind.
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Transition from Buddhism to Christianity
By JuNiCHi Natori

the

personality

of

the

founder of Buddhism and the great
Sakyamuni-Gautama-Sidharthateacher,
Buddha. Buddha taught us Compassion,
Forgiveness and Brotherhood. I admire
Buddha's renunciation of his kingdom
and of his Hfe of luxury. Buddhism has a
good philosophy. It is profound. It is
a combination of morality and agnosticIt is
It is a good logical religion.
I found relief in
a reforming religion.
I like Budthe negation of Buddhism.
dha's teaching against caste exclusiveBuddha's teaching
ness, idol worship.
was practical and therapeutic, but not
Buddhism broke down the
speculative.
It is a
barriers of class and nationality.
It is the religion of
universal religion.
redemption from sorrow. Its aim is de-

ism.

liverance which

Buddhists.

from

it.

was

called

Nirvana by

The peace of our soul comes
Indeed, Buddhism has an at-

pantheon of mighty and compassionate gods. Buddha gave a great message of hope for all men.
Buddhism is
the universal gospel and missionary religion. The emphasis of Buddha is placed
on a righteous life. His method of building up character was wise. He taught us
the distinction between reality and unreality.
also can see many manifestations of retribution, known in Buddhism
as Karma. "What a man sows, that shall
he also reap," is a moral message in the
doctrine of Karma. Buddhism is a religion of righteousness and benevolence.
I
was a Buddhist.
tractive

We

But

Buddhism cannot

primarily be
it there is
nothing about God. Buddhism is a combination of morality, agnosticism and the
influence of Hinduism.
Buddhism looks
to no god or gods.
Worship is useless
and prayer is an empty form. Indeed,
Buddhism in its origin was a philosophical method rather than a religious faith.

called

a religion, because in

Buddhism

to

"I
read

am
it."

is

[February,

passive,

negative,

pessi-

sending one dollar for the

mistic, monistic, parochial

and individual-

Buddha can soften my heart, but
cannot save my soul.
Buddhism is imistic.

personal.

Buddha's

appeal

my

to

teaching

religious

does

not

Bud-

instinct.

dhism is only the religion of deliverance
from struggle. Its God is mere empty
spirituality.

Its last

negation of
ethical content

lute
Its

word

to

man

is

abso-

and of the world.
meagre. It is a mys-

life
is

ticism which makes man lose his individual existence in a god that is dead.
I
could not find an ethical Personality in

Buddhism.

I wanted a vital religion that
more than mere negation of life and of
the world.
My heart was longing to get
is

a glimpse of the mystery of the Kingdom
of God. My spirit wanted a living ethical
Will in Christianity instead of a pure,
spiritual essence in Buddhism.
Christianity answered my desire for a Reality
both outside and within myself, which I
could feel and to which I could pray. I

threw away the unified logical religion
and the religion of a formalism of a conglomerate system.
In Christianity I
found the deepest unity of this universe.

Now

I

Moral

am a Christian. The impersonal
Law in Buddhism must come to

the personal Moral Being in Christianity.
Christians must teach Buddhists the permanent value of the existence of human
personality.
The real inspiration comes
to my deepest soul from Jesus the supreme revelation of God.

When Sadhu Sundar Singh was asked
by his friends, "What great truth or profound philosophy did you find in Christianity that made you leave your old religion?" he answered, "I found Jesus
Christ."
That is enough. I also have
experienced this Jesus on the way to
death. The deepest needs of our life, the
dominant purpose and character of reality, sacrificial love, and the creative personality dwell in Jesus.
The Japanese
Student Bulletin.

Outlook of Missions
Mrs.

W.

for another year. I love

L. Frantz, Ephrata, Pa.

Home

Missions

Charles E. Schaei^^er, Editor

Retrenchment

PERHAPS

most serious
one of
indictments against the Church of
the

is the fact of its wiUingness
throughout its history to rehnquish positions it once attained and to be satisfied
with an ever-contracting program. Many
are the interests of Hfe over which the
Church at one, time seemed to have control and which it has surrendered to other
Instead of it being a crusading
agencies.
force in the world, the Church has too
often compromised itself and has retreated from many battlefields without
winning the victory. It is called a "militant Church" but it has all too frequently
surrendered its forces to the enemy which

Jesus Christ

it

set out to conquer.

always a tragedy when the Church,
or any of its agencies, beats a retreat.
Of course, the world is always clamoring
It is

for the

Church

And

to let

down

in its aggres-

the Church
listens to these siren voices of the world
it is shorn of influence and power. Today
the world is so insistent in this demand
that the members of the Church are
tempted to heed the cry and are calling to
the Church to let down in its aggressive
efforts to win the Kingdoms of the world
for Christ.
Of course, the members of
the Church do not say this in so many
words to the Church. But they use an
indirect discourse. They say so by their
They say so by
acts and attitudes.
absenting themselves from the Church,
by withdrawing their love and loyalty
from the Church, by withholding their
contributions and by the type of Christians which they reveal themselves to be.
Members of the Church, they are willing
to let the Church suffer and to surrender
territory which it once had acquired.
This is the pathos of history and the perverseness of human nature.
The members of the Church are nearly
always condemning their leaders for going
siveness.

whenever

too

fast.

come back
on

They

call to their leaders to
to their level instead of going

to greater things.

to intercept progress

We

are so disposed

and are quite com-

placent with lesser things. The members
of the Church have made it imperative for
the Board of Home Missions to adopt a
program of retrenchment. They have
said to this Board, ''Stop! Unload. The
burden is too great." Some of the cargo

must go overboard. Responding to this
cry the Board began to unload some of
its

work.

It

will be of interest to

know

what work has been dropped by the
Board within a few years.
Some years ago the Board engaged in

just

work among the colored people.
It
helped to maintain an academy at Bowling Green, Kentucky, and also cooperated in colored work at Louisville, Ken-

Then that work was discontinued.
The Board had a splendid work among
the Jews in Brooklyn, New York and in
Philadelphia. It owned a fine building in
tucky.

Brooklyn where the Mission was housed.

Then the Board surrendered all of the
work among the Jews. The Board had a
work among the Italians in Chicago and
in Philadelphia.

It

surrendered that work.

There was a time when the Board supBohemian Missions, in
ported three
Cleveland, Chicago and Cedar Rapids. It
closed down all of these except Cedar
Rapids.
For many years the Board
maintained a

full

time Superintendent of

Immigrant Work. Since 1926 there has
been no Superintendent in this Department of work, but the responsibilities rest
In comwith the General [Secretary.
pliance with the action of the Synods, the
Board erected a Department of Country
Life with a Superintendent in charge.
This position has been vacant for more
than a year and the Department has pracIn 1914 the
tically ceased to function.
General Synod committed the work of

55
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to the Board of Home MisFor almost twenty years the responsibility of this work has rested with

Evangelism

sions.

A

Board.

the

Department gave

Superintendent
his full time

Now

to the work.
Department will

of

the

and service

after April

1st

the

no longer be supported
Board but the Superintendent
will be thrown upon his own resources.
For more than two years the Board has
by

the

new mission,
single
enrolled
a
not
although in times past it prided itself in
enrolHng half a dozen or more Missions
in a single year. There was a time when
the Board built as many as 15 Mission
Churches in a year. Now building operations are practically at a standstill and
no new building projects are launched.
This sad narrative is the story of retrenchment which the members of the
Church at large insisted must be made.
For a long time the Board seemed unwilling

believe

to

the

cry

for

retreat

which came from the Church, but when

FRIEND of mine recently developed
an acute pain in his right leg. The
thing gave him considerable trouble and
he went to a number of specialists who
prescribed treatment. He applied a number of remedies, such as hot applications,
massage, but all
liniments,
poultices,
Finally someone sugwithout relief.
gested to him that the seat of the trouble
might not be in the leg but elsewhere in

recommended that he have
an X-ray taken of his teeth. This vv^as
done and it revealed a decayed condition

the body, and

Several days after the
of his molars.
teeth were extracted the pain in his leg
began to subside. It then became evident
that the trouble really was not in the leg
It registered in the leg
but in the jaw.
but it was located elsewhere in the body.

We mortals
made. We

are fearfully and wonderfully
develop pain in certain parts
of the body, but the fault lies really elseIf the eye does not function
where.
properly we may get a rebellion in the

may
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there seemed no other thing to do they
listened to the voice that called "Stop,"
and it will take years to recover our surrendered areas, if we shall recover them

Of

course, sometimes phases of

work

must be dropped because of changing conditions and because all is done that can
be accomplished along these lines. But at
other times work is dropped because of
an unwillingness on the part of the
Church to support the same. That is the
pity of it.
This is the hour when money
should flow in lavish fashion into the
treasury of the Board, and when our
people by their gifts and by their loyalty
should say to the Board, "Press on! Do
not falter Do not fail Do not surrender
come w^ith reinforcements !" In times
of depression we must press on. The
Psalmist says "Thou hast enlarged me
!

!

We

:

when

I

was

in distress."

Have we been

enlarged by our present conditions? Let
us snatch victory from defeat. Let us go
forward, not back.

X'Raying the Apportionment

A

stomach.

of Missions

If the

stomach

is

overtaxed

we

If the teeth
get a pain in the head.
or the tonsils are diseased we may suffer
pain in the arm, the leg or the foot. An

amateur practitioner might amputate an
arm or a leg when he might simply have
pulled a tooth to correct the trouble. The
X-ray has helped the medical world
greatly in locating disease in the human

body.

But we need

to apply the

Roentgen rays
some other

to get at the real situation in

so-called "maladies" of life.
This time
let us direct the X-ray on the Apportionment which in some quarters has caused

considerable of a howl. There are not a
few ministers and members of our
churches who are squirming under what
they regard an excessive Apportionment
in the benevolent budget of the Church.
They are disposed to locate the ever increasing Apportionment in the Boards of
Home and Foreign Missions. They are
sure that the trouble lies right there with
these Boards. These Boards are accused
of pushing their askings higher and
higher every year, or at least every three
years, until the thing becomes unbearable,
Then the Church begins to apply the
remed}- and cuts off, or bleeds or
emasculates these agencies of the Church.
It may be a rude awakening to discover

j

I

HoMK
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that
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Apportionments are not

located with the Boards of Missions but

elsewhere in the ecclesiastical body.
let

So

us apply the X-ray to the Apportion-

ment.

The

fact is that the Apportion-

Home and Foreign Missions has
remained stationary since 1923. In nine
years there has been no appreciable increase in the Apportionment for Home
or Foreign Missions. Even the increase
ment for

in

membership

in the

Reformed Church

during these years has not been taken into
consideration. If this were done it would
be found that the per capita Apportionment for the Boards of Missions is
actually less today than it was nine years
ago. But these Boards get the blame without the game or without the gain. Where
then is the trouble located? Since 1923
the

Apportionment

for

the

contingent

expenses of the General Synod has increased by 160 per cent. The Apportion-

ment

for the Board of Ministerial Relief
has increased by 133 per cent. That of

New

Building

oi^

St.

the Board of Christian Education has
increased 165 per cent.
It will also be
found that the contingent expenses of
the Synods and of the Classes have materially increased.
Extraneous interests
have also been allowed to come in under
the Apportionment, and it is right here,

we

put the spotlight on it, that the
"malady" of an ever increasing Apportionment is found.
feel,
therefore, that an injustice is being done
to the Boards of Missions if they are
made the objects of criticism for the
enlarged Apportionments.
It
is
not
altogether
fair
that
they should be
buffeted and discriminated against when
they are the innocent victims of a situation the cause of which is located elsewhere. When one member suffers all the
members suffer, but the remedy lies not
in treating an arm or a leg when the real
cause lies elsewhere.
The X-ray will
reveal it and this may help to correct
The people still perish for
the trouble.
lack of knowledge.
if

seat of the

We

Stephen's Reeormed Church, Harrisonburg, Va.

full report of the dedication of St. Stephen's Reformed Church,
Virginia, appeared in the January number of The Outlook of
Mr. Wise, the Treasurer of the Board of Home Missions, "snapped" the
ture but the cut was not available when the article zvas uritten, and Is,
shown at this time zvith pleasure.

The

burg,

57

HarrisonMissions.
above pictherefore,
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Important Meeting of the Board of
By Rev. Charles
annual meeting of
THE
Home Missions was

the Board of
held in the
Schafif Building, Philadelphia, on January 13th. All the members were present
except Elder R. S. Meek, who attended
the meeting of the Executive Committee

and Elder W. A. Ashbaugh. The Board
took formal notice of the death of its
Vice-President, Dr. Charles B. Schneder,
which occurred on November 2nd, 1931.
No appointment was made at this time to
Because of the change
fill the vacancy.
in the fiscal year the annual meeting of
the Board is now held in January instead
of in July as formerly. The Executive
Committee had met the night before and
attended to matters of detail, leaving
problems of policy and program for the
full Board to consider. And it had plenty
of them. Visitors who sat in with the
Board during all or part of the time must
have been impressed with the magnitude
of the task and with the many-sided questions which had to be determined. Some
of these questions were financial, others
pertained to the administration of the
work, still others concerned themselves
with policy and personnel. Naturally, the
report of the Treasurer and the financial
situation of the Board called forth extended discussion. The net receipts in the
General Fund for the year 1931 amounted
to $286,001.68. This represented a decrease of $46,285.98 over those of the
previous year. If the Church at large had
maintained the level of giving reached in
1929 the Board could have paid its Missionaries up to date and paid off most of
its obligations to closed banks.
As it is,
the Board is in arrears three months on
the appropriations to the Missionaries and
faces the problem of liquidating its
obligations to closed banks that are now
calling for payment.
In the Church
Building Department the Treasurer reported that $1,460,000 was invested in the
Missions and in now self-supporting
churches which were formerly on the Roll
of Missions. The Board holds deeds to
Mission properties aggregating $735,300.
It also holds first mortgages amounting
to $218,600, and second mortgages to the

[
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Missions

E. Schaeffer, D.D.

amount of $400,252.

money loaned

The

to Missions

rest
is

of

the

secured by

notes and otherwise. The Loan Churchbuilding Funds total $621,325.96. There
is
invested
in
now self-supporting
Churches the sum of $342,000. Considerable of the money invested in Mission and Church properties represents
borrowed capital, but the report still
showed a surplus of over $500,000 over
all liabilities.
In order that the funds
may be made more liquid the Board took
definite action that from January 1st,
1932 the rate of interest on money loaned
to the Missions be three per cent, and on
that
loaned
to
now self-supporting
churches it be five per cent. Steps were

inaugurated whereby more speedy
amortization on obligations to the Board
can be promoted.
In all of its actions the Board was controlled by the principles of economy with
as little interference with efficiency as
possible. It voted a straight ten per cent,
reduction on all salaries of the members
of the Staff, the office force, to the last
also

Missionary on the Roll. While this will
doubtless work great hardship to all concerned, it seemed to be the only alternative
open at this time in view of the great
shrinkage in the receipts. By this drastic
action the Board has reduced its expenditures by about $75,000. It seems hardly
fair that the faithful Missionaries on the
Roll and those who have borne the responsibility of this work during the years

should be called upon to bear the burdens
which the Church at large seems unwilling to carry.

If the members of the
Church would know this fact and realize
what this means to 260 workers for the
Board, they would not want it to be so.
But the Board had no other way to meet

the situation. It also took action to release some of the offices now occupied
by the staff in the Schaft* Building and
crowd these workers into narrower quarIt voted to cut off the entire salary
of the Superintendent of the Department
of Evangelism by April 1st, and thereafter to throw the financial responsibility
for his work back upon himself. This

ters.
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Ebenkze:r Re:forme:d Church, Sheboygan, Wisconsin, Rev. E. H. Opperman,

Pastor
This congregation went to self-support on January

that after April 1st, Dr. Zartman
expects to be paid for his services by
such congregations as invite him into their
midst. The Board also voted that the
Superintendent of the Department of the
Pacific Coast serve in that capacity v^^ithout pay from the Board, and that he become the regular pastor of the First Reformed Church of Los Angeles, at a salary to be agreed upon between the Board
and that Mission. Considerable time was
spent in fixing the appropriations to the
Missionaries for the current year. Each
of the 250 Missions was considered upon
its own merits.
The membership of each
Mission, its moral and financial ability,
its location whether urban or rural or
suburban, its present status all were
taken into consideration in determining
the appropriation for this year. Some of
these Missions were asked to go to selfsupport, others had volunteered to do so,
still others were referred to their respective Classes with the request that through
reconstruction of charges the same might
be cared for. The following went to selfsupport at this time
Braddock, Pa.
Lenoir, N. C.
Third, Chicago, 111.;
Ebenezer, Sheboygan, Wisconsin; Neills-

means

—

:

;

ville,

Wisconsin;

Hungarian,

Dayton,

Ohio.

No new work was taken up.
building projects were launched.

No

1,

1932

The preparation of the budget to be
submitted to the Executive Committee
and through that Committee to the General Synod next June, required much
time and discussion. Every item in the
budget was carefully scrutinized and also
phases
of
the
work conscientiously
weighed so that the budget might represent the minimum amount without too
greatly jeopardizing the work. While the
Board is deeply concerned about its
finances it is still more deeply concerned
that the work which has been built up
during the years shall not be allowed to
suffer.
The work must be maintained at
all

cost.

We

believe the

Church wants

be done. The primary business of
the Board is not to get money but to maintain and direct a great and important
work in the Church.
further believe
when the members of the Church begin
this to

We

to realize that the

work

itself

may

suffer

through their failure to pay, the gifts
will be forthcoming to finance it.

Many

other matters

were considered

meeting of the Board. It was a
strenuous session. If the members of the
at this

Church think that the members of the
Board have an easy time of it, or that they
seriousness in grappling with the
problems before them, they should only
come and sit in at a Board meeting and
they would experience a change of heart.
lack
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Perplexed by

many

many

problems, baffled by

the Board maintained a
firm faith in the loyalty and liberality of
the rank and file of our Church membership, believing that, if the people know the
facts and understand the cause they will
difficulties,

of Missions
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come forward with their gifts to make
work possible. With this faith, and
in this confidence we go forth into the
year more determined than ever to ''carry
the

on"

in the great task which the Church
has committed to us.

Personal Evangelism
his conference work last winter on the
INPacific
Coast, Dr. Zartman specially

Personal
Evangelism.
In
Spokane, Washington, he was heard on
this phase of soul-winning in five dififerent churches and over radio. Then he was
invited to address the Monday morning
meeting
of
Presbyterian
clergymen.
Then he was asked to address the Presbytery of Spokane. This brought together
a group of about twenty pastors, who
were delighted with the practical suggestions of the simple method used by Jesus
and His disciples. The Moderator, the
Rev. Dr. Stanley E. Roberts, in his words
of appreciation to Dr. Zartrnan, assured
him that they would be doers of the
\\^ord and not hearers only.
Recently
Dr. Roberts wrote the following suggestive and appreciative letter:
stressed

some time now

pleasure

of

your

since

steady

you
want

lines
I

result in impulses. The real
will move right along the
have outlined.

work

to take this opportunity to thank

you for the very kind remembrance you
sent me in the book, *'The Holy Spirit."
I tried to pay you the supreme compliment of using it as a basis of sermons on
the Holy Spirit.
In fact I went right
through it with my people.
And they
responded with growing attendance and
attention.
It surely proved to be a storehouse of concentrated wisdom and in-

Holy

Spirit.

And how

He

Sir:

It is

which may

spiration of the

Rev. Rufus C. Zartman, D.D.,
1505 Race Street,
Philadelphia, Penna.

Dear

Personal Evangelism.
And inciit has laid the burden of responsibility upon us to the extent of serious
eflfort in this direction.
With us it has
been a sort of determination upon a perennial efifort right along this line. We
propose to have special times and seasons,

on

dentally

we had

the

fellowship

here in
Spokane and among our group of ministers.
will long remember the very
delightful and helpful talk you gave us

can enrich our efforts
Thank you again for your personal help
and thought for us here. Your coming
was a great blessing in many ways.
Sincerely, and with many thanks (For
with Paul, I thanked God and took
courage), I remain

Wt

Sincerely yours,

Stanley H. Roberts.

Report of the Harbor Missionary
Dr.

THE

Paul H. Land

year has been a season
of storm and stress with us as with
everybody else, and the work has increased with, the increasing need among
our immigrants and others, who are in
the habit of looking to the Harbor Mission for aid and advice in their various
difficulties.
There are still a good many
last half

immigrants coming to our shores. The
last fiscal year brought about 100,000
aliens, mostly relatives of people, who
had come before and who had attained

Many of these
extraction, and a
to us for help and ad-

United States citizenship.
aliens are of

German

good many came
vice. We met a good many at steamship
docks and occasionally had to go to Ellis
Island in order to assist those, who were
held there for some reason or other.
Aliens coming over on a Visitor's Vise
are frequently taken to Ellis Island in
case there is any reason for the inspector
on the steamer to suspect that these people
come with the intention to stay; or when

Home

1932]
their

means of subsistence

during the time of their

in this country

visit is

not dis-

cernible.

But the great majority of cases with
which we had to deal were aHens, who
have been in this country for some time
and are not yet citizens. All these people
were very well able to support themselves
as long as the good times lasted, but for
the past year or two they have had an
increasingly

difficult

time

employment and the means of

finding

in

subsistence,

particularly as they do not as yet speak

English well enough. Many have also
been especially unfortunate in falling vicIf they must spend
tims of disease.

some time

at

any public hospital and can-

not pay for service received, they are at

once blacklisted

and

reported

to

Ellis

Island as "public charges" and duly deMany thousands have been
ported.
deported during the last year, and other
thousands departed on their own account,
having come to the conclusion that matters cannot be worse in their home countries than they are here. Those who have

made up

mind to stay try everything
power to pay their bills, so as
fall into the clutches of the Immitheir

in their

not to
gration authorities, but this of course eats
up all their meagre savings. In spite of
all the difficulties it is really surprising
how many of the aliens only recently
admitted are still earning their daily bread
in regular employment. And it is to us
a source of gratification to know that
according to official reports the German
element of the foreign population is last
on the list of recipients of public charity
at all times.
But all these newcomers
are experiencing a very hard time indeed,
and many are forced to seek help while
looking around for a new job. Just now
the winter is setting in, which makes
things all the more difficult.
are collecting clothes and shoes, etc., and are
distributing these to needy cases coming

We

under our
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care.

But frequently men and women come
to us for assistance, who have been residents of this country for many years.

As long as they were young and able to
work, they worked and spent their money.
Then age and sickness overtook them and
what little they had saved was soon spent.

We

must not overlook the

fact that the

never earned
much more than $18.00 to $20.00 a week
even in the best of times, although there
are certainly many exceptions to this
rule.
It is a pleasure to note that the
majority of the young German immigrants, who have come over in recent
years, are of a much higher type than
many of those who came immediately
after the war.
And they are not hostile
to the Christian church either as has frequently been asserted. They will go to
church, if urged sufficiently and looked
after with loving care. The trouble is
majority

that

of

there

these

are

so

aliens

few

real

German

churches nowadays, and hardly any, where
there is a German evening service which
they could attend, or a German Society
in a church, which they could join.
have always made it a point to urge
those who came to us for help to join
some church and put their trust in God,
and many have responded encouragingly.

We

However, the

stress is terrific,

and

it is

often heartrending to listen to the tales
of woe, which pour into our ears. Fortunately our good friends, the readers of
the monthly paper Binwanderer-Freund
'are coming staunchly to our help with
their gifts of benevolence, so that we were
enabled to assist a great many needy
cases with money as well as counsel and
other needed support. At the same time
we had to carry on our regular correspondence, which is not getting less at all,
but rather ever increasing.
also met
those who desired to be met at steamship
piers and railroad stations going or coming from Europe, and did the thousand
different little errands of mercy or kindness expected of the Harbor Missionary.
Most important among these is perhaps
the fact that we frequently visit hospitals,
and State institutions for the Insane upon
request of relatives, to give the consolations and bring the comforts of our Christian religion to the poor sufferers detained
This is very much appreciated
in them.

We

by the patients as well as relatives
times.

at all
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Quarterly Report of the Superintendent of the Winnebago Indian
Mission and School
Rkv. Benj. Stucki

December, 1931.
Dear Brethren:
Black River Palls—This faithful Httle
band of Christians, under the guidance of
Evangelist John Stacy, is still holding
together in brotherly love and the faith
in the Gospel which they have received.
The necessity which is driving them away
from their homes to seek employment
elsewhere makes it hard for some to attend the regular services of worship.
Nevertheless, each Sunday the audience,
about half of them non-members, fills the
little chapel comfortably and on special
occasions to capacity. Mr. Stacy studies
faithfully and preaches wholesome sermons well adapted to the needs and the
understanding of his hearers.
The Spiritual Council is alert and keeps
a watch over the life of the members in a
way that is refreshing in a time when this
duty is so generally neglected. They are
trying to gain new members but on several occasions applicants for reception

have failed to receive endorsement because their outward lives did not seem to

conform to their professed sincerity.
They were asked to wait and to continue
with their special instructions under Mr..
Stacy.

Christmas was celebrated in great

style.

The young people gave a very fine program and the little choir rendered a
number of the old familiar Christmas
songs.
The entire service was very
impressive.

in the Senior year of the Mission House
Seminary expecting to graduate this com-

Last October he was found

ing spring.

to be afflicted with tuberculosis of both

lungs and the intestines, was forced to
quit school and is now in the Sanitarium
near Plymouth for an indefinite time.
Lie. David Decorah still preaches to the
little
band of Christian Indians near
Dells Dam regularly every other Sunday.
These services are held in the home of
one of the members and while the congregation is small, it seems worth while
to continue.

The

physical distress

nebagoes

Year's Day three children
were baptized and a member some years
ago formally excommunicated was received again by the ceremony of restoration. This service is seldom, if ever, used
in these days but the joy manifested by
the members over the return of this
former member was akin to the joy of the
angels over a penitent sinner and one
wonders whether the Church has not lost
something valuable in discarding church

something antiquated.

Mr. Stacy and his good wife, although
both are not so young any more, are still
in good health and are finding joy in their

among our Win-

keener than ever.

is

Work

is

and many are on the verge of
starvation. The Government does very
little to help and local charities and town
boards have more than enough white
scarce

families to care for. Each tries to shift
the responsibility and the Indians naturally suffer.
are glad to report that
receipts in new and cast-off clothing at
the school have been so large this year
that we have been enabled to help out
many of the families. Already this fall
and winter we have sent out almost three
hundred separate shipments of clothing,

We

each weighing from about fifteen to
pounds.

—The

Neillsville

On New

discipline as

The hope that their son Alvin
work.
would be able to take up the work in the
future seems further away and probably
out of the question altogether. Alvin was

the school

is

102.

fifty

present enrollment of

The maximum

enroll-

ment was 108 but

for various reasons six
have been dropped. Many more tried to
get in but had to be refused for lack of
room. At present we have 50 girls and 52
boys. The health of the pupils has been
excellent.
During the recent murky
weather a dozen or so had to go to bed,
but they are getting along well.
case of
erysipelas, a broken arm and several
minor operations were the only ailments
needing the attention of a physician.
When the children reported for school

A

about twenty per cent, were found to be
underweight and undernourished. These
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were put on special nutrition and on a
check-up two weeks ago all but one were
found now to be up to or above normal

of the Indian Mission in our churches.
Since the middle of August I have had
only five or six Sundays at home. Five

weight.

weeks

The academic work and

religious activi-

of the school have been carried on in
the usual way and nothing new or outstanding is to be reported. The workers
and teachers have been in good health and
are always willing to do more than is demanded. Each one is ever willing to help
the other and to lighten the other's burdens. This spirit of cooperation, as well
as the previous experience of most of the
workers, has enabled us to get along notwithstanding the added responsibilities
brought about by the larger number of

ties

children.

The main purpose of our work with
these children, a purpose which with all
of the various related and unrelated
always remains uppermost in
our consciousness, is to lead them to a
saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. We
therefore take advantage of every occasion in word and in daily living to magactivities

nify

Him

and

their eyes.
its

to

hold

Him up

in

October and November were

spent on an itinerary, prepared by the
Educational Commission of the Woman's
Missionary Society, into Pennsylvania,
Maryland and other sections of the East.
There were many more opportunities to
speak than I could take advantage of and
I trust that some new interest in our
Indian Mission will be a result.
The special appeal made for funds
wherewith to purchase a new oven received the heartiest response given to any
special appeal we ever made.
The necessary funds were received within a few
weeks and the oven, although costing
more than was originally estimated, could
be paid for at a cash discount and a handsome balance was left. This balance is
being used for the purchase of additional
much-needed equipment.
A complete
account of this fund will appear in the
annual financial report.

before

The Christmas season with

programs,

its

joy, its gifts

and

its

mes-

sage again lent itself admirably to this
purpose. Our prayer is that God may in
the days to come allow us to see in greater
abundance the fruits of these consecrated
efforts.

The

financial difficulties in

which our

school together with all enterprises of the
Church is involved give us an undisguised sense of uneasiness and anxiety.
are endeavoring to save expense in
every conceivable way compatible with
the proper conduct of the school and the
But with the best
care of the children.
of intentions we cannot keep back the
flood of bills which assails us from every
side, embarrasses us daily and robs us of
Bills cannot be paid
rest and much joy.
if the Church does not supply the funds.
As little as we desire to be "calamity
howlers" we cannot refrain from saying
that this condition cannot go on indefiare facing a real and not an
nitely.

We

We

imagined

crisis.

late summer and fall into
the month of December I took advantage
of every invitation to present the cause

During the

EvANGKUST John Stacy
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Observations of the Treasurer
J. s. Wise

THE
year

Classical meeting for the
1932 opened January 18th in

initial

The Apportionment of
Philadelphia.
Philadelphia Classis for 1931 was over
$66,000.00. The Classis rejoiced over its
achievements. In the face of the general
depression its benevolences placed it in
One-half of
the lead of all the others.
the congregations paid in full with only
five out of thirty-eight of them falling
below the percentage attained by the

This Classis has an
approximate membership of 12,000 and
paid 88 per cent, of its Apportionment
82 per cent, on benevolences and 94 per
suppose the
I
on Contingent.
cent,
Classical Treasurer should have taken
out 100 per cent, for the Contingent fund
entire denomination.

but it is quite evident that this Classis
does not do business in that way. This
is what he says about it in the monthly
Bulletin published by the Classical Missionary and Stewardship Committee for

January: "It grieves your Treasurer that
five congregations have not paid their
Contingent Fund in full. Surely these
congregations do not want this reported
in the final report for Classis. Send your
check at once."

The

further quotation from the Bulle-

headed ''The Record, 193rMets us
into the secret of the remarkable achievements of this Classis:
"Another year is over and entered into
While the record on Apportionhistory.
ments may not be entirely correct, it does
for the most part tell the tale of what
each congregation has done along this
It does not tell the whole story, for
line.
some congregations may have done much
tin

lines, but it does tell the tale
of this one project (the Apportionment)
on which each congregation is asked to
work unitedly for the good of the denomination and the Kingdom at large. While
the whole amount is not paid, we have
much for which to be thankful and to
The year was a difficult
take courage.
one, full of unrest, fear and limitations.
It was a testing time for Church memTo be faithful to the Church this
bers.
are
last year meant a great deal.

along other

We

thankful for every faithful soul
may
every sacrifice made be abundantly rewarded.
glance at the table will show
that just about half of the congregations
;

A

You will also
to pay in full.
that the amount unpaid is just
about equal to a dollar a member. There
are 12,000 members in this Classis.

were able
notice

*'We would not sit in judgment upon
any congregation, assuming that each did
its best.
With the need of the Boards
so great, and the very name of the
Church at stake, any insincerity must be
the result of ignorance.

"To make

it easy to pay the Apportionyear 1932, start early right
now and pay a little at a time. Any pastor who has taught his people to give
weekly is a happy one and has a happy
congregation.
You cannot forego the

ment

—

this

—

that

unstable

finances

the
of
$5.00 or $6.00 per capita does not look
big if paid 10 or 12 cents a week. Not
only is it easier, but it is also more religious, as each portion carries, or should
carry, with it a worshipful attitude; a
thought of the Giver of all things and a
prayer for a blessing upon that which is
given and upon the one giving. Furthermore, it will help your Church and the
fact

whole works.

disrupt

The Apportionment

Board
it

is

to meet their obligations. Finally,
Scriptural.
I Cor. 16:2: 'Upon the

first day of the week, let each one of you
lay by him in store, as he may prosper,
that no collections be made when I come'
(Paul speaking). His churches were to
give systematically, proportionately and
individually, that no special offerings be
needed when he came for the money."

Over one-half of the shortage was

—

by four congregations all of
had reasonable alibis such as
"vacant pastorates," "benevolent funds
frozen in closed banks" and "the depres-

caused

which

One

congregation located in the
most of its members unemployed managed to gather
$210.00 for the Boards out of an apportionment of $1,380.00.
One of the reasons for the Classis*
achievements, I should say, was clearly
sion."

downtown

section with

Home
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revealed in the reading of the parochial
reports.

This custom was not in vogue

number of

years.
It was revived
and proved to be a great
blessing and an inspiration to us all.
Very Httle was said about repairs to the
Church, new pews, new pipe organ and
what not, but every report stressed and
magnified the efforts made by the con-

for a

at this session

gregations along the lines of evangelism

and

Optimism reigned
Our hearts were warmed and

consecration.

supreme.
our hopes for the future strengthened.
Another reason, I am sure, is the
direct result of the Classical Retreat that

was held last September at Camp Mensch
Mills.
Here the ministers and some of
the leading elders spent two whole days
in
fellowship and prayer.
"Kingdom
Needs" was the heart and center of the
program. No one can measure the influence of those two days.
Another reason is a geographical one.
The Church Headquarters are within the
bounds of this Classis. These ministers
and elders are frequent
Schaff Building.
the "doings" at

They

visitors to the
are familiar with

Headquarters and it
seems to me, that they are the ones who
should find the most fault with the
Boards' methods and pohcies if much of
what one hears is based upon real facts.

Home
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'With

they say

the

need of the

Boards so great, and the very name of the
Church at stake, any insincerity must be
the result of ignorance/^

Ah, yes The many unauthentic statements against Board managements, extravagances, etc., have cut the income by
!

of dollars, causing much
the unpaid Missionaries.
These statements have so hampered the
work that those who have been called to

many thousands
suffering among

promote and foster it were compelled to
large and increasing deficits to
carry it on and which now threaten to
tear down what has been accomplished
create

in

more than

thirty years.

Some

of us feel that it would not only
be a great mistake but a crime to permit
such a thing, and so, as a last resort, we
have all gracefully yielded to a general
cut in our own salaries and asked our
faithful Missionaries to join us in such
have likewise made other
a sacrifice.
cuts that will cause us all to "work
harder for less pay." Everything has been
must pay off the
cut to the bone.
deficit accumulations of ten years, and
this cannot be done unless the income of
the Board is increased.

We

We

How many

other Classes will emulate
1932 the standard already achieved by
Philadelphia Classis? If every Classis
will do as much in proportion we will
have a far more satisfactory story to tell
by the end of the year. And it can be
done!
in

Mission Problems
for the

month of January

for the last three years

are but a reflection of the times:

Out of

For January 1930

$37,816.01

For January 1931

23,571.83

For January 1932

21,343.09

the 1932 receipts $20,798.19 went directly to the Missionaries on account

From other receipts and balances carried over from the last few
days of December the Board paid on account of its bank loans during January an

of overdue salaries.

additional

sum

of $12,900, and took care

others" and expense.

of

numerous other items of
J.

S.

"helping

W.

The
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The Social Service Commission
James M. Muli^an, Executive Secretary

A

The Church and Unemployment Relief
JOINT

statement on unemployment
was issued January 5, 1932, by the
Social Service Commission of the Fed-

eral Council of the Churches of Christ in
Social
America, the Department of
Action of the National Catholic Welfare
Conference, and the Social Justice Commission of the Central Conference of

American Rabbis. Representatives of the
three organizations, Protestant, Catholic
and Jewish, Rev. James Myers, Rev. R.
A. McGowan, and Rabbi Edward L.
Israel, interpreted the statement as having extraordinary significance. They said
that the unparalleled human need of the
present winter and the urgency of
adequate steps not only for relief but for
constructive economic reorganization had
impelled the three organizations to adopt
the exceptional procedure of drafting and
issuing a joint statement on phases of the
relief, reduction and prevention of un-

employment.

Not

on the
industry by
these three national religious bodies has
a statement been issued by them which
is of such profound public import.
Last
January the three bodies Protestant,
Catholic and Jewish sponsored jointly a
Conference on Permanent Preventives of
Unemployment, the Proceedings of which
were published in printed form containing addresses by sixteen leading employers, economists, government officials,
labor leaders and clergymen. No findings or resolutions, however, were given
out by the Conference.
The present
document is the first joint statement of
the three organizations on the subject.
The statement follows
''The Commission on the Church and
Social Service of the Federal Council of
the Churches of Christ in America and
the Social Action Department of the
National Catholic Welfare Conference
and the Social Justice Commission of the
Central Conference of American Rabbis
heartily commend the movement for resince

the

joint

twelve-hour day in the

—

attack

steel

—

of the victims of unemployment and
assured that all faiths may be counted
upon for generous support of unemployment relief this winter as in the past,
but at the same time they express their
conviction that relief is not enough. The
very assistance of church forces in immediate relief measures makes increasingly
imperative their moral duty to challenge
the social injustices which have made
relief
necessary.
must recognize
that the community relief plans as at
present proposed, or even supplementary
federal appropriations which it seems to
us will be needed to meet the problem of
unemployment, are in effect nothing but
a temporary dole a palliative, not a
solution.
Such relief is in fact grossly
inadequate to prevent tragic demoralization of individual and family Hfe.
''Employment is the only cure for unemployment. Yet the bald fact remains
that regardless of whatever improvement
may occur in general business conditions
we are entering the third winter of severe
unemployment without seeing put into
actual operation any statesmanlike or constructive program to provide work for
any but a small minority of the idle.
lief

feel

We

—

"We believe that immediate
adequate appropriations should be

and

made

by national as well as local governments for such needed and useful public works as road construction, development of parks, elimination of grade
available

crossings, flood control projects, reforesand the clearing of slum areas in

tation,

our

cities.

If

such a governmental pro-

gram be undertaken now we

will face the

that lie ahead with prospects of
for a large number of the unem-

months

work

ployed and consequently increased purchasing power which will stimulate all
The economic wisdom of this
business.
proposal has been attested by leading
economists.
"We note with satisfaction the tendency
to institute a shorter work day and week
without reduction in wages in the effort

Home
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problem of technological un-

to solve the

"Society's responsibility for the preservation of human values in industrial life
makes the principle of social insurance,
particularly insurance against unemployment and want in old age, an indispensable part of sound social policy and the
most self-respecting form of relief.
protest against the misleading use of the
word 'dole' to describe systems of unemployment insurance.

We

"We

affirm our belief in the necessity
equitable distribution of wealth
income which would increase pur-

more

and

and of
suggestions
are a welcome indication of the awareness of some
of our industrial leaders of the necessity
for some kind of economic planning.
Participation of labor through representatives of their own choosing and an
equitable distribution of wealth and income should be incorporated in any form
of national planning and control.
"The principle of cooperative planning
must be extended also to world economic
relations including balances of production, consumption, and exchange, access
to raw materials, questions of tariffs,
movement of gold, intergovernmental
war debts, and the economic waste of
to the control of entire industries

The
made by Mr. Gerard Swope
industry

employment.

of a

67

chasing power and tend to balance production and consumption. We, therefore,
particularly deplore indiscriminate wage
cuts at this time as socially unjust and
tending to intensify bitterness and industrial unrest, and still further to lower the
purchasing power of the masses.

"We hold that it is now time that the
engineering principle of planning which
has been so successfully introduced into
individual factories should be extended

general.

in

armaments.

"Unemployment is so devastating in its
physical, mental and moral consequences
that the present conditions constitute to
our mind a national and international
emergency which calls for courageous
social action and the adoption of heroic
measures adequate to the gravity of the
situation."

The Greate d of These

A
IF

create wealth

I

past ages

heat

Paraphrase on I Corinthians 13

beyond the dream of

and increase not

the flush of fever and

is

love,

my

my

success

will deal death.

riches
all

all

men, educates

all

men, gladdens

men.

The values created by love never fail,
but whether there are class privileges,
they shall fail whether there are millions
gathered, they shall be scattered
and
whether there are vested rights, they shall
be abolished. For in the past strong men
lorded it in ruthlessness and strove for
their own power and pride but when the
perfect social order comes, the strong
shall serve the common good. Before the
sun of Christ brought in the dawn, men
competed, and forced tribute from weakness, but when the full day shall come,
they will work as mates in love, each for
;

Though

have foresight to locate the
fountains of riches, and power to preempt them, and skill to tap them, and
have no loving vision for humanity, I

am

I

blind.

Though

I

give of

my

profits

to

the

poor and make princely endowments for
those who toil for me, if I have no human
fellowship of love with them, my life is
barren and doomed.

Love

is

just

and kind.

Love

is

not

greedy and covetous. Love exploits no
one it takes no unearned gain it gives
more than it gets; Love does not break
down the lives of others to make wealth
for itself
it makes wealth to build the
;

;

;

life

of

Love seeks

no divisions

erates

mates

all.

;

it

shares

;

its

solidarity;

it

tol-

prefers equal workefficiency. Love en-

it

;

For now we see in
all and all for each.
the fog of selfishness, darkly, but then
with social vision now we see our fragmentary ends, but then we shall see the
destinies of the race as God sees them.
But now abideth honor, justice, and love;
and the greatest of these
these three
;

;

is

love.

—Walter Rauschenbusch.
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Preachers^ Salaries

ACCORDING

The

to

Bulletin of the

tion for Social Service of

1931, a
tion

December

movement toward

15,

the equaliza-

support

ministerial

of

Service

Social

Methodist Federa-

in

the

Methodist Church has made some progress both in thought and practice. Several conferences

in that direction.
is

have recently taken steps
The Christian Advocate

quoted editorially as saying that equal-

ization of salaries

was ever the

rule in

Methodism, and that after straying far
from it in America, the church is moving
toward

The

again.

it

editorial

quotes

several reactions that have been voiced to

the

report

the

of

Conference

General

Commission on Adequate and Equitable
Apportionment.
is

The substance

that equalization of salaries

is

of these
desirable

and should be studied as a proposition but
that there are problems involved that will
have to be seriously taken into account.
One of these problems is the inefficient
and lazy minister, concerning which the
comment was made: "whether even ministerial nature is regenerate enough to do
its

work without

the incentive of larger

rewards is still an open quesThere is pointed out this difference
between the minister and workers in genIn the case of workers generally
eral.
any indolence or carelessness is known by
all
the group in an industry where
equalization
of
salaries
may be an
experiment, and awakens a social wrath
which in itself operates as a corrective.
Ori the other hand ministers are widely
scattered and if a minister chooses to
loaf on the job his brother ministers are
not apt to be aware of it, nor can they
feel that social imagination, which would
be possible if he were working elbow to
elbow with them. Notwithstanding the
difficulties in the way the movement seems
to be going forward in the way of study
and investigation with the object of
assuring, from a common treasury, at
least a basic equality and of promoting
freedom and brotherhood among the
financial

tion."

ministers.

This question has been raised in sevour own denomination and
some inquiries have at times been started,
but nothing appears to have resulted looking toward the equalization of salaries.
It would seem that if any group of men
should seek to solve the problem of more
equitable salaries it would be the ministers in a given denomination.
eral classes of

Immigration Figures
The records of

government show that since 1908 there have
United States 16,061,159 immigrants, and that in the same period 8,178,593 of them have returned to their native lands. This gives us a net immigration excess of 7,882,566. A large percentage of these have never taken out natbeen admitted

the United States

to the

uralization papers.

Most of them

are crowded into the

more populous

cities

of the

country, which explains in large measure the difficulty of the dry cause in making

headway

in such cities.

from January 1922
88 years old and have taken it

''Unclosed please find $1.00 for The: Outi^ook of Missions
to

1922.

Am

for years''

always interested in reading

it.

Am

—Mrs. Jose:phine Seyfert, Lost Nation, Iowa.

Foreign Missions
Allen R. Bartholomew, Editor

A

Veteran Servant of the Church

Elder George F.
to the heavenly
home, the Board of Foreign Missions sufthe translation of
INBareis
from the earthly

He was

a pillar in the
For a
of God.
period of 23 years, from 1909 to 1932,
he was a most loyal and faithful member
of the Board, taking a deep interest in
the missionaries and encouraging them in
He was
their labors by word and deed.
chosen to succeed the sainted Benjamin
Kuhns, of Dayton, Ohio, one of the
His entrance into the
noblest of men.
fers a great loss.

work of

the

Kingdom

Board was at a time when criticisms were
and money was scarce. I shall never
forget his friendly attitude and sym-

rife

pathetic spirit in the conduct of the busiHe had the confidence and esteem
ness.
of the pastors and members in the Ohio
Synod, and with the passing years, by his
quiet, gentle, and conciliatory spirit, he
won many friends for the cause so near
to our hearts.
are told that a man's letters are

Elder George

F,

Bareis

We

the

windows

to his soul.

Wish I could sit down and talk it over
with you. I told Dr. Miller when here
a few days ago, that I had two outstanding friends that I esteemed very highly,
Dr. Miller and Dr. Bartholomew."
Men like Brother Bareis are rare in the
Church, and there is a clarion call that
they should be multiplied in the councils
of the Church at this critical time in
which we are living. Upon whom has
the mantle of this servant of God fallen?

always prize very highly the last
letter written in the handwriting of my
He wrote it after
dear friend Bareis.
the fall meeting of the Board of Foreign
Missions. I quote from it as follows:
''I certainly felt sorry that I had to miss
the Board meeting especially in these
perplexing times. There are some things
Expenses reduced,
that must be done.
salaries cut. One nice thing our congregation did was pay the apportionment in
full for this year, and then we raised
$85.00 for Pleasant Valley Church. Our
missionary budget for next year is oversubscribed. I notice Foreign Missions is
I shall

Who

will take his place in the
tions of trust he so ably occupied?

posi-

One

much

Church is for
more men who will bestow the same time
upon and take the same deep interest in

and earth. A few weeks ago we heard
Three hunthe Billy Sunday of Japan.

the affairs of the Kingdom of God as
they do in the social, professional and
have we so few
business world.
lawyers, physicians, judges and teachers,
Classes,
active in our Congregations,

dred could not get in the largest church.

Synods and General Synod?

of the crying needs in our

I
discussed in the daily press.
think most people still recognize that
Jesus Christ must reign in the hearts of
His people. He has all power in heaven

Why
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Christmas in Japan
Mary E. Gerhard

DOOh,you

celebrate Christmas in

yes,

indeed

we do

!

Japan?

Japanese

people love festivals and have some lively
and picturesque ones connected with the
Each
Shinto and Buddhist religions.
year brings more evidence that the Japanese people have adopted Christmas and
added it to their Calendar as a day much
Its music, its decorato be observed.
tions, its gift-giving, its spirit of joy and
of unselfishness, attract their notice before they have learned its deepest meanNearly all bookstores sell Christing.
mas postcards and other Christmas goods,
and hosts of shop-windows are decorated
with a small Christmas tree and plenty of
ornaments or with a Santa Claus. Newspapers in the cities carry large advertisements of Christmas goods. In Tokyo a
large department store has a central open
space from the ground floor up to the
fifth story, this space being encircled by
balconies on which many sorts of goods
are displayed. In the center of this store
and extending right up to the roof, stood
this year a tree 50 feet high, an evergreen
tree, announcing to all of the thousands
''I
am a
of customers and workers
Christmas Tree. Don't you want to select from my store some pretty things to
give to your children and friends as
Christmas gifts?"
Salvation Army lassies with gaily decorated kettles stand at
public street corners soliciting gifts so
that they may provide Christmas cheer
for the poor.
So the word "Christmas"
itself is coming to be widely known, and
even if some of this publicity is "sales
promotion," yet it sets people to asking,
"What is Christmas, anyway?" And the
answer to this question is found out by
the large numbers of people who attend
the Christmas services of our thousands
of Sunday Schools and Churches and
Christian Institutions.
Other thousands
are reached through the printed page, for
increasingly the Christian Movement is
using books at low prices, magazines and
illustrated papers.
Each missionary has his own lines of

—

work and special interests which draw
him to the various Christmas celebrations.

The

writer attended twelve meetings or

services which will be here briefly described.
On December 11th there was a
pleasant gathering of two Bible Classes
of young men in the home of Mr. and

Mrs. Carl Sipple, where enlarged reproductions of postcards showed the students
scenes in the Holy Land and at the Passion Play of Oberammergau. It was not
too early in the season to decorate the

rooms with Christmas bells and lights,
and a little tree which had traveled from
Lancaster, Pa.
On December 12th I
heard a group of young people, calling
themselves the Sendai Oratorio Society,
sing with understanding and expression
some of the classic Christmas music and

Japanese Christmas hymns.

By

invita-

and as a sort of preparation for
Christmas, on December 13th I gave a

tion

young people of the Sendai
Congregational Church on Palestine as I

talk to the

saw

it

in 1930,

showing them many

pic-

On December

16th the topic of the
mid-week prayer meeting of the College
Church was "Prayer for Christmas," and
as I had been asked to speak, I told a
story that I had heard in Jerusalem last
year, the experience of Mrs. Vester in
saving and sheltering a woman and her
new-born child on Christmas Eve. On
Sunday morning, December 20th, in the
College Church, we had a helpful and
hopeful Christmas sermon by the Japanese Pastor Akaishi, and some beautiful
music by the choir. The afternoon of
December 20th brought together the "foreign community" of Sendai, which included in its audience two Russian ladies,
two German families and some business
men, besides the missionary group. The
children gave us a delightful program, a
missionary told a helpful Christmas story
and the Choir sang some lovely Christmas music. On December 22nd the little
folks of the "Holy Love Kindergarten"
gave a series of Christmas exercises
which showed careful training, and gave

tures.

them and to their admiring relatives
and friends a good idea of the meaning
of Christmas.
On the evening of December 22nd the students and teachers of
to

Foreign Missions
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North Japan College, including the Acadheld their Christmas

emy and Seminary,

Academy Chapel.
This year we had something new beexercises in the large

—

sides the devotional part

and the joyful

we had a talk illustrated
with lantern sHdes, The Story of the
Other Wise Man, by Henry Van Dyke.
The new stereopticon presented to
Christmas songs,

Tohoku Gakuin by our Mission Study
Secretary, Dr. A. V. Casselman, gave us
clear, large, beautifully colored pictures,

and our Assistant Pastor Akiho told the
story of the man who found the King
through a long Hfe of love and service to

North Japan

fellow-men.

his

feels greatly indebted to Dr.

College

Casselman.

December 23rd I heard the girls of
Miyagi College sing their Carols and Cantata.
Their well-trained voices in the
lovely Christmas music lifted one up to

When

the heights.

the Girls' College gets

new Auditorium, the pupils will be
able to invite the members of their fam-

the

ilies

and

their

friends to share in such

events and greatly increase the influence

On

of the school.
25th,

we had

a six A.

Christmas Day, the

M.

service that

was

simple, devout, worshipful and lovely.
On that evening the large Sunday School
of the college congregation, in which a
number of our pupils and teachers of both
schools are teaching, held its Christmas
service which was very well done, and

71

message

brought

its

people.

And

finally

number of
came the "Neighborwhich I invited all the
to a large

hood Christmas," to
children Uving on my

street or around
a populous neighborhood, and my parlor is small, so we got
ready by carrying out all the furniture
and spreading cushions and rugs on the
floor.
Of course they didn't mind that,
as they sit on the floor in their own
homes. Forty-five little folks came, most
of them from non-Christian homes. They
loved the big, bright Christmas tree,
glittering in tinsel and colors; they listened to music on the Victrola (which
stood in the next room), learned to sing
some Christmas songs, listened quietly to
the prayer, and to the stories of the Babe
of Bethlehem, and were delighted to
carry home a small bag of cakes, an
orange, some magazines with Christmas

the corners.

stories,

and

It's

some

literature

for

their

parents.

One brief but happy experience was to
be awakened very early on December 24th
to the strains of "Joy to the World, the
Lord is Come," when a group of Miyagi
College girls sang in the moonlight just
below my windows.
The mail from
abroad and the kindness of many friends
in this land brought many gifts and messages of love and friendship to gladden
our hearts on, before and after December 25th. Most of all we rejoice in the
knowledge that each year many more people of this land are learning to know and
to believe in Him Whose birthday we celebrate.

Sendai, Japan.

Board of Foreign Missions
Comparative Statement for the Month of December
Synods
Eastern
Ohio

Appt.
.

Northwest

Potomac

German

Totals

$1,272.50

11,044.19
2,014.43

.

.

of

East.
G.

S.

.

Totals

$1,375.69

988.97
186.50

2.200.93

2.194.80

2,965.78

4,632.79

11,338.55

$123.62

266.50
611.48

4.899.29

1,933.51

11.298.10

11.909.58

571.03

5,446.58

3,054.19

1.040.00

4.094.19

2.565.69

139.20

2.704.89

725.80

5.065.80

5.065.80

3,578.65

136.71

136.71

136.71

$9,665.38

$63,932.97

$7,069.32

.

1,909.09

70.00

1,979.09

1,487.15

1,487.15

$5,316.04

Increase

129.75

4.502.66

.$60,836.59

Totals
$25,065.23
7,732.73
2.324.55

.

S..

1931
Specials

$23,689.54
6.832.48

2.965.78

10,971.55

Appt.

$28,701.39
12,033.16

367.00
943.92

.

Mid-West

W. M.

.$27,428.89

.

Pittsburgh

1930
Specials

$66,152.63

$54,267.59

900.25

Net Decrease

Decrease
$3,636.16
4,300.43

1.352.39

$9.2SS.9S
$2,219.66

The:
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at Koshigaya

THE

history of the Church at Koshigaya goes back forty-eight years.
Our first missionaries, Brothers Gring
and Moore, were led into two towns in
the rural section immediately north of
Tokyo. One of these is Koshigaya, also

Osawa

in the old records.
chapel was a cheap little buildThe congregation,
ing on a leased lot.
outgrowing this, was at the time of the
Forward Slovement about ten years ago
aided to the extent of two-thirds of the
cost of a lot on the principal street and a
chapel, in which a kindergarten has since
been maintained. At about the same time
a parsonage was built on a cheaper lot on
the outskirts of the town.
The chapel was considerably damaged
by the terrible earthquake of 1923, the
one that destroyed Yokohama and Tokyo.
There was a hidden crack in the flue that
gave no trouble until Christmas, 1929,
when fire broke out and the building was
half burnt.
Like all buildings held by
the Mission this was covered by a policy
with the New Zealand Fire Insurance
Company, which paid $4,000 in settlement of the loss.
In the meantime it had been found that
the lot had become unsuitable. Automobile traffic had become so heavy that wor-

called

The

first

Interior of Chapel at Koshigaya,

Japan
was disturbed and the children were
being endangered.
So it was decided to
exchange the lot for a much larger one
next to the parsonage, and to use the inship

Interior of Kindergarten Building, Koshigaya

Foreign Missions
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New

ChapeIv and Kindergarten (in the Rear) at Koshigaya, Japan

Audience at Dedication of

New

Buildings at Koshigaya
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surance money to erect larger buildings.
Prices having been much reduced by the
depression, it was possible to secure the
wider space and two buildings, Chapel
and Kindergarten, without further aid
from America.
The last time the writer preached in
the old chapel he used as an illustration

devoted himself to meditation on the wonmiracle happened,
drous love of God.
and a few hours later the fever broke.
After the service in which I told this was

of the famous
Mr. Kagawa. He was suffering in his
youth a terrible attack of pneumonia.
The attending physician, as the Japanese
idiom puts it, ''threw away the spoon,"
and said that the patient could not possiYoung
bly live through the night.
Kagawa was not disturbed, and quietly

ness."

an incident from the

life

A

over, an old lady in the audience. Mother
of Pastor Nagao, came up and said:
"That story is absolutely true. I myself

was Mr. Kagawa's nurse during
(In the picture of those

that illgath-

who

ered at the dedication Mother Nagao is
the sixth from the right in the front
row.)
Koshigaya Church has been getting
very little aid in the last few years and
will soon go to complete self-support.

Christopher Noss.

The Sakata Confessional
By Rev. W. Carl Nugent
Rev. T. Miura, in his

own

language, of

"The Personal Affairs

After four hours of conference with

Mr. Miura she

Though Rev.
cases carefully tabulated.
Mr. Miura is inclined to be reticent with
regard to the success of this project, he
kindly responded to our request to share
his notes on a few outstanding cases.
The following paragraphs, though not a
literal translation, are the sum and substance of the notes
woman of thirty-five or
Case One.

left the confessional carrying with her a Bible, the pastor's parting gift. She left with a changed heart,
determined to devote her life to the service of her husband.
That was six or
seven years ago. Today she enjoys the
blessing of a happy home.
Case Two.
woman of twenty-two
or three.
Eager to taste the pleasures of life in
a big city, she had wandered to Tokyo,
to Nagoya and other cities, finding and
sharing in only that which was evil.
Finally, with a troubled heart, she came
to Pastor Miura.
The notes indicate
merely that he gave her money enough
for travel to her home but we venture a
guess that she received a more precious
gift not mentioned in the notes.
Case Three.
young man of twenty-

six.

five.

course,

calls

Bureau" of

it

his

church.
It
for he is it

deals

—

—or

with the
rather he deals,
personal problems and iniquities of those
who come seeking advice and help. Perhaps, therefore, we are not far off the
track in calling it a confessional.
This confessional has had a long and
It is always open,
interesting history.
day or night, to those who are in trouble,
and there is a long record of interesting

A

She came

to ask

whether

A

it

was a good

graduate of a
or a bad thing to die.
girls' normal school, she had served for
several years as a primary school teacher.
Then she married a soldier, unfortunately
Between
a man of low moral character.
the wife and the mother-in-law there was
constant friction.
She came to the confessional with poison concealed in the
pocket of her sleeve, intending to commit
suicide.
But first she wanted to learn
whether it was a good or a bad thing to
die.

A

;

A

With the sum of yen 1,500.00, stolen
from his employer, he bought a prostitute
and fled with her to the Hokkaido. There,
while the money lasted, he led a gay life.
Then he sold the girl but this money had
no better lasting qualities than the first.
Penniless and in despair he came to the
;

Though the notes do not
say so, he must have found there grace
sufficient to make his life over again; for
the employer, with whom the pastor personally conferred, took the
returned
prodigal back into his confidence and
confessional.
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The

service.

turned

stolen money is being reinstallments deducted

small

in

from the young man's wages.
Case Pour. A young man of twentytwo, an orphan living in the home of his
uncle.
It was the uncle who first came to the
confessional. He came in mortal fear of

his

nephew whom, according

to his con-

he had treated with cruel severThe boy had at last determined to
ity.
kill his uncle and then commit suicide.
He had written a letter explaining his
purpose and was awaiting a suitable opfession,

portunity,

when

his uncle learned of the

Repentant for his own unkindness
his nephew, he asked the pastor
to seek him out and lead him, by the
power of the Christian Faith, to change

plan.

toward

his purpose.

The
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nothing to the boy
but succeeded in
leading him to the church. For one week
they spent an hour each day talking together of Christian faith and the Christian way of life. Ignorant of the pastor's
purpose, but eager to enter on this new
way of life, the boy repented and, six
months later, received baptism.
What a blessing to Sakata is this confessional
and this saintly confessor
pastor

said

about his uncle's

visit,

Month
he

is

after month, day in and day out,
meeting people with troubled hearts

He is straightening out
the crooked places, untangling the tangles
of their Hves, changing them from social
liabilities to social assets. But, better than
that, he is sharing with them the gospel
of faith and hope and love, which is the
Gospel of Christ.
Yamagata, Japan.

and consciences.

Rev. Kametaro Yoshida

IN

the morning of the day after Christ-

mas, 1931, this aged and faithful servant of Christ passed into the better world.
For some time his health had been failing and in September, 1930, he was quite
sick.

His wife, though often a great

sufferer, has outlived him.

As

a young

interested

in

man Mr. Yoshida became
the

which caused him

petroleum

business,

remove from Tokyo,
Japan, to Niigata, where there are oilAt the same time. Rev. M. Oshiwells.
kawa, who later became prominently assoto

ciated with our Church's foreign missionary work in Japan, was preaching the
Gospel in that region, having gone thither
to take the place of a

worker who had

The
driven out by persecution.
work there was in charge of Dr. Theobald
Palm, a Baptist medical missionary. Mr.
Yoshida was drafted into the evangelistic

been

service,

Hence, Mr. Oshikawa went to Tokyo and
succeeded in persuading our missionaries
to join forces with them. Rev. William E.
Hoy was designated for this purpose. In
this way our Reformed Church was led
ultimately to make Sendai the headquarters of its work. Dr. Hoy and Mr. Oshi-

and he and Mr. Oshikawa be-

Two great fires
devastated Niigata and these two young
men, believing that the outlook for Christian work there was hopeless, decided to
leave and go to Ishinomaki, in Miyagi
prefecture (or province), where Mr.
Yoshida's parents then lived. On the way
they had to stay overnight at a hotel in
the large town of Sendai. The following
morning they went out to see the sights,
and, as they strolled about, the question
came

arose in their minds whether it would not
be better to preach in Sendai than in the
smaller and more remote town of Ishinomaki. Upon returning to their hotel, the
young men, kneeling down at opposite ends
of their room, prayed earnestly for guidBoth concluded that God wished
ance.
them to remain in Sendai. For some time
they carried on a self -supporting work, but
this grew so rapidly that it became impossible to maintain it without assistance.

life-long friends.

Rev. and Mrs. Kametaro Yoshida and
Two OE Their Grandchildren
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kawa founded what

is

now North Japan

College, while Mr. Yoshida confined himself to the work of the pastorate.
During
the course of his long career, our recently
deceased brother served quite a number of

congregations, the last of which was the
one at Urawa, the capital of Saitama prefecture, where the photograph was taken
from which the accompanying cut was

made.

Not the least of Mr. Yoshida's achievements was the successful rearing, with his
capable wife's assistance, of a fine family
of one son and four daughters into useful members of society. The oldest daughter is an accomplished musician, while
another daughter, who lives in California,
is an artist of some note.
Several years ago, on the occasion of
the fortieth annivereary of Mr. Yoshida's

o^^
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entrance into the Christian ministry, Japanese and American friends collected a
sum of money by way of celebrating the

That money Mr. Yoshida turned
over to North Japan College, to be used
in training young men to preach the
Gospel of Christ.
event.

More recently Brother Yoshida and his
wife celebrated their golden wedding
anniversary in Tokyo.
All their children and their mates, together with a
number of invited friends, were present.
One daughter and her husband made the
long voyage from California across the
Pacific to attend the function.
Blessed be his memory, for his works
do follow him!

Henry

K. Miller.

Reading, Pa.

Incidents in Furlough Travel
A. Katharine Zierdt

""pAST

is East and West is West and
never the twain shall meet" is not
entirely true, as any missionary can testify who has experienced the ''inward
pain" when parting from the East for the

J-Li

over the prow of the boat, to invoke protection by the spirits.
''You do not wor-

West

ship idols, why do you not go a step
further and worship the true God?" I
asked. He replied with a question, "Why
do you not release my boat at Taoyuen

or vice versa. At the morning worservice on October 11, 1931, the
hymn, "Blest be the Tie that Binds," was
sung by the congregation of Everlasting
ship

and proceed on your journey by launch?"
which seems to have no relation to the
question asked him. No doubt he is one
who has benefited materially by contract-

to

Life Church at Shenchow, Hunan, China,
mark the departure of the writer for
furlough.
Emphasis on the spiritual tie
ofifset the sadness of physical separation.
On the evening of that day Chinese and
American co-workers and friends accompanied the writer, to the tune of firecrackers, to the small boat engaged to
travel the first stage of the long journey.

ing to take his passengers to Changteh,
but they, on arrival at Taoyuen, boarded
the speedier launch in order to make better connections at Changteh.
Whatever
his past experience has been he associates
Christianity with material benefits and
one thinks he hears the Master say, "Ye
follow me for the loaves and fishes."

Travel on Yuen River, which is full of
is dangerous except to the boatman with a level head who knows the
channel of the stream and its moods. On
this journey the head boatman and his

Stowaways are not uncommon on boats
which the missionary has engaged for exclusive use.
These stowaways are really
passengers paying their way, but are misrepresented by the head boatman as being

young helper were sober, industrious men
not indulging in opium in any form and
the boat was the most cleanly on which
the writer has ever had the good fortune
to unroll her bedding and lie down to
sleep most noticeable was the absence of

extra boathands, near relatives or having
part ownership in the craft. On this trip
two men, one claiming ownership and the
other relationship, attempted to board the
boat, but the writer explained that the
boat was very small and she a lone woman
which made it inconvenient to accommodate any other persons. The journey was

rapids,

;

heathen

money

rites,

or

burning of incense or paper

sprinkling

of

chicken

blood
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Thirteen

New

Ministers for Church op Christ in China

This is a picture of a group of thirteen who were ordained to the ministry by the Committee of the General Assembly of the Church of Christ in China at the organization of the
Hwapei (North China) Synod of the Church of Christ. The thirteen seated are the ordinants
and the eight standing are the General Assembly's Committee, together with the visiting members who took part in the Ordination Service.
Everyone of those who were ordained has been
engaged for many years in the service of the Church as evangelist or district superintendent.
Of those standing, the fourth from the right is Dr. C. Y. Cheng, the Moderator of the General Assembly.
The second from the right is Dr. A. R. Kepler, the General Secretary of the
General Assembly of the Church of Christ. The second from your right in the front row is the
Rev. Chen Tze-kao, the outstanding Chinese leader in the Synod.

continued

and

completed

according

to

contract.

On

arriving at Changteh on October
was found necessary to wait several days for a launch, as the incoming
vessel was detained because of "high
wind." The stay was made pleasant in
the home of a Presbyterian missionary
friend whose husband was expected on
the incoming launch, but failed to arrive
until several days later.
On October
17th the launch was boarded hopefully
and the journey across Tungting Lake
begun. After twenty-four hours of travel
the launch stopped, "because of high
wind," at a small village, cut off, except
by boat, from the outside world. After
waiting two days we traveled for three
hours and stopped again, "because of high
wind." By this time we were in the chan14th,

it

by vessels from
Changsha, which were proceeding on
their journey in spite of high wind, connel of the lake followed

firming the suspicion that the wind was
not the cause of the delay, but only an
excuse.
On the morning of the 21st, at
the time the cock crows, a conversation
between several boat hands was overheard. They were discussing whether or
not they should travel, one man wanting
to wait two more days, but his wish was
overruled, evidently, for the journey was
commenced and continued until conii)letion on the following day. The real cause
of the delay apparently was a partial boycott by Chinese workmen of the Japaneseowned launch system.
cabin was paid for on this launch
which entitled the writer to its exclusive
use, but the space under the berth was

A
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with cargo by the crew. This arrangement left little space for baggage,
which the crew said would have to be
placed in a separate compartment, with
Having been warned of
extra charges.
such complications the writer insisted on
keeping the baggage in the cabin in spite
When the memof crowded quarters.
bers of the crew came to unload the cargo
filled

the injustice of such treatment was pointed out to them, the writer adding that
people in America would ask about travel
conditions in China and the truth would
have to be told. "Please don't tell them,
we will not do it again," was their reply.
During this stage of the journey

Yochow and Huping were passed, the
buildings at both places being in sight of
the launch.
passed Huping at three

We
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in the afternoon, while I longed for a cup
of tea with ''Nana" Hoy. Gertrude Hoy
happened to be in Hankow after
arrival there and we went to the Union
Neither of us knew
Church together.

my

who would preach the sermon until our
own Dr. Paul E. Keller appeared in the

We

three had dinner and a long
chat afterward at the Lutheran Home.
The Lutheran Home had recovered
from the flood, with the exception of the
elevator which was not in use, and the
eight hundred trunks removed from the
basement "by human hands," when the
water came in, were still stacked in hallways, even to the fifth floor. After leaving Hankow the journey was continued
on foreign-owned and operated vessels.
Philadelphia, Pa.
pulpit.

.

Seeing Baghdad froi n the Tigris River
By Rev. Calvin i I Staudt, Ph.D.
( Continued

OF

many

from January Issue

houses built along the

ners, breastbeaters, chainbeaters, soldiers,

river front, there is one we shall
single out. It stands to the right of us,
with its large court opening to the river.

drummers,
trumpet
blowers,
bloody
corpses move in an endless procession in
and out of the court. Women wail and
audible prayers go up to Allah. So realistic and dramatic are some of the scenes
that the lives of those who take the part
of the deceivers and murderers of Ali and
Hussein are subjected to such dangers
that a police force must be on guard lest
they be killed by an excited mob.

the

fine

spacious house of a nawab, or
is a Shiah Moslem.
In the
spacious court of this house, on the tenth
of Moharram, is enacted, each year, the
famous passion play of the Shiah Moslems. The play revives the scene of the
tragic death of AH, and of Hussein, the
Shiah "man of sorrow." Thousands of
people crowd into the court, in the balconies and on the roof to see this passion
play.
It is a weird, spectacular pageant,
and surprisingly well presented. Rarely
do foreigners, because they are Christians, have the privilege of viewing the
play.
Twice, however, were Mrs. Staudt
and I guests of the nawab on the memorable day when the Shiah Moslems fell
back upon the intercession of a suffering
mediator, the pathetic figure of the illfated Hussein, whose agonizing suffering
and death were vividly presented.
The play lasts for about three hours.
temporary stage is erected in the middle of the court, upon which a part of
the tragic scene is played while the more
spectacular pageantry goes on on the
floor of the court.
Horses, riders, banIt is the

prince,

who

A

;

Approaching the old bridge, as we now
do, the thing which interests us the most
On both
here is the life of the city.
sides of the river, with overhanging balconies, are some of the coffee shops.
Baghdad has more coffee shops to the
square mile than any other city in the
world.

The whole male population mani-

festly is emptied, in the evening, in the

Finding their homes
unattractive young men,
middle-aged men and old men gravitate to
the more open spaces of the coffee shop.
Here they sit, some talking, some drinking coffee, some smoking the nargeleh,
some playing cards or trick track, some
gambling, some transacting business, but
most of them sitting quietly, looking out
over the river. What a potential energy
of man-power lies dormant that ought to
coffee

cramped

shops.

and
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Baghdad Showing the Bridges Which Span the Tigris
River

be

tapped

and

converted

forces for service and

into

kinetic

Kingdom work!

An opportunity is also afforded us to
observe the bridge life. Two bridges,
which are constructed on boats, serve as
between the two sides of the city.
usual diversion for a Baghdadi in a
city without parks, without recreation
centers, without music or drama or lectures, is to walk back and forth over the
bridges of the city. The bridge Hfe as
seen from the river is exceedingly picturesque, especially on a feast day, when
the young men wear new suits and the
Christian and Jewish women appear in
their brilliant i^ars. Here the old and the
new, ancient and modern, ''jostle together
cheek and jowl."
Modish ladies, veiled
women, effendis in the latest European
styles and coolies in their flowing rags
Englishmen in their dinner coats and
Bedouins in their abbas, luxurious motorcars and arabanas, trotting donkeys and
aimless
and
pedestrians move
back
forth over the pontoon bridges.
As we float between the two bridges
two buildings direct our immediate attention.
The one to the left, with a rather
long shore line, was until very recently
the custom house.
In the walls of this
arteries

The

—

building are remains and inscriptions of
an ancient university which stood at this
place.
Allowing our fancy to play upon
the historical background, we can reconstruct in our mind's eye the city as it
was once upon a time.
see the round
city of Monsour with its double wall, its
magnificent palace and cathedral mosque; the court of Haroun el-Rashid, the
most brilliant of the time the canals and
river filled with brilliant gondolas
the
alabaster mosques with golden domes the
great colleges and universities and the
"House of \Visdom," a university of research; the Augustan age in Islamic his-

We

;

;

;

tory.

But we see

shudder

—the

also

—

at

which we

Baghdad by
city which was

destruction of

the IMongols, when this
the abode of learning, the seat of culture,
the eye and center of the. Saracenic
world, was ruined and a million and a
half of its people were slau.G:htered
"a
misfortune that reduces to insignificance
all other misfortunes."
The other building, on the opposite side
is the British Residency, which is modern
The rank of High
and solidly built.
Commissioner will shortly be abolished
and reduced to an ambassador, since Iraq
has reached full national status, Great

—

The:
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however, will
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certain
in the
British
advisers in the government, will protect
her air route to India and has pledged to
help to defend the country in case the
This protectorate
country is invaded.
In
should give security to the nation.
front of the residency is a bronze statue
of General Maude, who led the allied
forces in Mesopotamia to victory and who
Britain,

retain

amount of power and influence
land.
She will continue to have

took the city of Baghdad.
The lower bridge is called the Maude
Bridge, also in honor of General Maude.

As

which we row comes up
and passes beyond we get

the boat in

to this bridge

a good idea of the hotel

Night

life in this city.

coming on and the hotel

life has
begun. In brilliantly lighted halls and on
large verandas built out over the river,
is

we

see that which is absolutely new and
strange to a Moslem country.
Men and
women are eating and drinking and dancing and listening to jazz. Attached to
these hotels are women from other countries, who are advertised as artists and
whose pay comes largely from the commission of the drinks of their friends.
The cabarets and other forms of low and
vulgar means of entertainment are copied
from the West. And the pity of it all
is that many think,
though of course,

many

protest, that this

what Baghdad
Iraq has come to
is

must now have since
age for how, they reason, can she be a
member of the family of nations and not
do as the nations do.
Only a few more places deserve our
attention.
The American School for
Boys lies a block behind the Iraq Club,
which is now being passed on the left
and below the Club is a house with a garden projecting out into the river that de;

serves recognition.
It is the residence
of Menaham Effendi, a rich Jew, and a
man of culture, of wide sympathies, a
member of the Iraq Senate and a philanthropist.
He has built schools and synagogues, not only in Baghdad, but also in
other cities of Iraq.
Nor does he con-

narrowly to his community,
interested, too, in every good cause
has to do with the uplift of the

fine his gifts

but

is

which
community. He is a good friend, a good
neighbor and a wise counselor.

He

is
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a descendant of the exilic Jews

who were

taken by Nebuchadnezzar from
Jerusalem to Babylon in the fifth century
before the Christian era, and who did not
return when Cyrus the Great issued his
emancipation proclamation. By the way,
the vast agricultural lands Menaham
Effendi owns are by the waters of Babylon, where the Psalmist says the exiles
hung their harps on the willow trees and
wept. There are 80,000 exilic Jews still
Jiving in the land to which their ancestors
were taken captives. These Jews have
maintained themselves in the heart of ?
Moslem population and have become the
traders and bankers of the land. They
pioneered in education and have more of
a cultural background than the other
communities, and are availing themselves
of the best America is offering.
The American flag flies over the American consulate, which is also seen to the
left.
It is, however, no longer a consulate, but has been raised to the status
of a legation and the consul general to
the title of charge d'affaires of U. S. A.
Coming to Baghdad eight years ago I
found the personnel of the consulate consisted of only an American consul and a
native helper.
Today there is a large
working force in a much larger building

and three American consuls.
This increase in the personnel and in the status
of a legation shows what an important
and strategic center Baghdad has become
for American interests.
Adjoining the American legation are
the offices of the Iraq Petroleum Company, a big oil company in which America
has one-fourth interest.

'Tn the ancient
there exist perhaps the richest oil fields in the world."
In 1935 it is expected that by means of a
600-mile pipe line across the Arabian
desert the oil from this company will
reach the Mediterranean ports of Haifa

Arab Kingdom of Iraq

When this oil starts to flow
the prediction is that *'it will shake the
petroleum industry to its foundations."
Finally, we have arrived at the South
Gate, where plans have been made for the
construction of an iron bridge across theTigris
a bridge for pedestrians, automobiles and the railway.
When this is
done and the few hundred miles of rail
and Tripoli.

—
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Kirkuk and the railhead at
Nisibin are constructed, then the BerlinBaghdad Railway will be a reality, enabling one to take a through train from
London, Paris or Berlin to the Persian
Gulf. The surveyed railway from Haifa
to Baghdad will also make use of this
bridge in order to reach the oil fields and
to penetrate into Persia.
Passing the South Gate, which is at the
limits of what was the walled city, we
come to a new section of the city, the
part which has been built up within the
last few years.
It is the fine residential
section of the city, and the new municipal
between

garden city will also be built here,
though back from the river. The river
now begins to widen causing islands in
the summer to appear in it. We pass the

81

British Y. M. C. A. on the left and the
palace of ex-King Ali on the right.
Now the river makes a sharp bend,
turning the current almost at right angles,
and in that bend lies Karada, which is
the most desirable suburb of Baghdad.
In it live many of the great men of Baghdad, or, at least, they reside there during
the summer months. Before coming to
the bend our boat passes the British Club
on the left, behind which we are seeking
a permanent location for the American
School for Boys. The School, already an
important and influential factor in the life
of the nation, must increasingly become
more influential, particularly at this time
when the nation stands at the threshold of
a new national, economic, social and religious life.

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE
Ai^uENE Saeger DeChant

Bamboo Props

WHEN

for Earnest Builders

Japanese builders put up a

house, one of their first jobs is to
lash together bamboo poles for scaffolding, and the props are strong and steady.
And when the house is finished, the props
are taken down, and there stands the new
home a thing of beauty and a place in

—

which to work and grow.
Just so may you, our Church youth,
build your department in the Church
School, and it will be a thing of beauty
and a place in which to work and grow.
Here, therefore, are some props, and
they are strong and steady, for other
builders, in three missionary conferences
and two camps, have tested them:

The Holy Earth
Because our Mission Study texts are
based on "Christianity and Rural Life
Around the World," why not do as two
of my Mission Study classes at CoUegelead
ville Conference did last summer
whole
your
department yes,
your
Church School on a tour of a nearby
farm? And ask the farmer to give a
talk about his work. Go at milking time,
and some of you will see for the first

—

——

time, perhaps, registered Holsteins milked
by electricity. And the farmer, with a
degree or two from a state university,

help you understand what Harold
Hunting means in his "Adventures of
Mr. Friend" chapters about milk strikes,
and "A Square Deal for the Apple Growers." Then, too, you will the better sense

will

the

of
chapter,

significance

McConnelFs
in his

Dr. Charles M.
"The Holy Earth,"

"Rural Billion."

Fun Around the World
in The Quest of \\'orld
Friendship at Camp Mensch Mill enter-

My

class

tained the entire camp at an international
olympiad, and not only a hilarious but an
instructive time was truly "had by all."
Your department in the Church School,
therefore, might entertain the entire
membership at just such an event. Christians should "unlax" oftener, anyway.

Our Catherine Atkinson Miller's two
books. Stunts from All Lands and Stunt
Night Tonight; Far Peoples, by Grace
Phillips; Webber's Thirteen Party Plans
for Adults, and more than a dozen Play
Hours (procurable in ten-cent pamph-
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from the

Presbyterian Board of
Missions, 156 Fifth Avenue,
New York City) gave us such a variety
of games from all lands that our committee found it difficult to make a choice.
Japan has towel, crab, basket, and Cherry
Blossom races
China offers a Water
Sprite game, and a Wall of China; Persian Polo is certain to put your guests
into gales of laughter; Bringing Water
from a Well is a game of India, and one
of the games of Czecho- Slovakia is Hungry Geese. And Miss Miller's Fate of a
Fibber, a stunt based on a Japanese
lets,

Foreign

;

gruesomely irresistible
Refreshments? Miss Phillips in her
Far Peoples, talks de-e-e-e-Hciously about
that, and gives stories, songs, poetry,
games and dress of eight different
countries.
Then, too, "just plain tea"
goes a long way, and Japanese rice wafers
can be bought cheaply from Katagiri &
Company, 224 East 59th Street, New
legend,

York

is

City.

As

for posters, invitations

and decorations, our Mission Boards and
Church and local bookstores can supply
colorful posters of scenes in many lands
librarians can point you to books; our
home-on- furlough missionaries are glad
to be consulted such firms as Dennisons
;

will

show you how

fingers in

different;

to use

your nimble

creating decorations that are

and

museums

abound

.

and who

is

my
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to find, for the Christian associations of
our universities and denominational col-

leges can point you to more than ten
thousand foreign students.

Have him arrive Saturday in time to
show him your home town. If he is
studying factory management, your silk
mill will be of interest; if he is a medical student, show him the X-ray department of your hospital.
Entertain him in several homes, and if
he hails from the Orient, refrain from
serving him rice and tea, and offer him
fried ham, or "sauer kraut and speck,"
ice cream, cake and the coffee that is
"good to the last drop."

would be comrade-y, wouldn't it, to
him to a camp-fire and Friendship
Circle, Saturday night, and get him home
early enough to have a good night's rest.
Let him speak to the Church School;
in the pulpit and ask him to conduct an
open forum at your 6.30 P. M. service,
where you can close the "week-end perfect" as another group did; present him,
in addition to more than enough money
It

treat

;

defray expenses, with a small gold key
of friendship that will open to him the
door of your home, your church, your

to

.

.

.

your heart.

And what you

in

authentic 'local color."
.

of Missions

will

not be

his

will

remember

curios

and

his

longest
native

nor even the earnest talks he gave,
but ... his eyes and the clasp of his
dress,

neighbor?"

Entertain a guest from China, from
Japan, or from Baghdad. He will be easy

hands.

Children's Corner
Your "Miss Alliene'* has journeyed
through sixteen countries, and in every
land the boys and girls read all they can
And the
about our Abraham Lincoln.
reason why they love him, too, is because

"/ certainly do enjoy
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he loved black fathers and mothers, and
black boys and girls.

may grow

great in heart if we
of God's folks the red,
the yellow, the white, and the black.
W^e, too,

have love for

oi^

Missions.

all

It

—

has a wealth of Mission-

ary information and inspiration"

—Mrs.

Margaret

S.

Bretz, Goshen, Indiana.

The Woman's Missionary
j^OQ Jg^y

Grsta

p.

Hinklb, Editor

Fourth Rei^ormed Church, Cleveland, Ohio, in Which Will be Held the
Sixteenth Triennial Meeting of the Woman's Missionary
Society oe General Synod

The Reformed Church

WHEN

the Woman's Missionary Soof General Synod assembles
next May for its Triennial Meeting, it
Reformed
will be the guest of the
Hostess
Churches of Cleveland.
Association has been at work for many
months, and now that the time is drawing
near, details of plans and purposes are
ciety

A

rapidly being

worked

out.

Naturally everyone is anxious to know
something about these churches which are
in the midst of preparations for our comfort.
Through the courtesy of the Publicity Committee, brief sketches of the
history of the various churches have been
prepared. Some will appear in this issue,
others in a future one.
There are fourteen Reformed Churches
in Greater Cleveland, eleven of which are
affiliated with the Hostess Association.

in Cleveland

Two

of the fourteen churches are Hungarian and the one on the east side is the
oldest Protestant Hungarian Church in
known as the
is
country.
It
the

Hungarian Church. Rev. Joseph
Herczegh is pastor of this self-supporting
Rev. Odon Vasvary is
congregation.
pastor of the West Side Hungarian
Church which occupies the building formerly used by First Reformed Church.
This west side congregation is under the
Home Mission Board. St. Matthew's
Church is a union of the former Sixth
Rev. Frank
and Seventh Churches.
Goetsch has recently become pastor here.
Hough Avenue is the only one which has
Fourth
always been entirely English.
Church, in which the General Synodical
Meeting is to be held, is nearer the center
First

of the city, also Central Publishing

83

House

The Outlook

84

and Fairview Park Hospital, than any
other of our churches.

There are eight Girls' Missionary
Guilds and three Mission Bands in these
churches; two Guilds at both Third and
Fourth, one at Eighth, Tenth, Hough
Avenue, and First; a Mission Band at
Fourth, Eighth and Hough Avenue
Churches.
First Church
This congregation was the

first

on the west side of Cleveland

to

group
hold

A

foreservices in the German tongue.
man in the Cuyahoga Foundry gathered

fellow-workmen around him during the
noon hour for prayer and Bible training.
On September 17, 1848, a congregation
was organized and a chapel dedicated.
"Father" F. Kaufholz, the foundry foreman, was pastor, although not an ordained man.

his

D. D., a traveling
J. Ruetenik,
missionar}^ of the Reformed Church,
came to the flock in 1860 after the leader
had been removed by death. The conRev. H.

of Missions
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gregation applied to Tiflin Classis and
was received into the Reformed Church.
When Dr. Ruetenik came to Cleveland,
the population of this city was 43,000.
The 1930 census lists the present population as 900,429.
Under the leadership of its first ordained pastor, First Church was instru-

mental in starting Second Church. Later,
during the pastorate of Rev. F. Forwick,
it assisted in the organization of Fourth
Another pastor.
and Fifth Churches.
Rev. J. H. C. Roentgen, D.D., interested
the congregation in establishing Fairview
Park Hospital. During the time when
Rev. F. W. Leich, D.D., served as pastor, a Woman's Missionary Society was
organized, also a Men's League.
About 1907 services in the English
language began to predominate and after
1914 all services were conducted in
English.

Rev.

J.

Sommerlatte, the present pas-

came in 1920.
Shortly afterward
steps were taken to relocate to Lakewood,

tor,

a suburb six miles west.

The

first

unit

Woman's Missionary
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Eighth Reformed Church, Cleveland

of the

new

building was erected in 1923.

Before that, however, a Mission Band
and a Girls' Missionary Guild had been
organized.
First Church had been self-supporting
from the beginning and not until it was
seventy-two years old did it ask help from

the Mission Board.

At

the time of re-

Church Building Funds were
borrowed from the Board of Home Mislocation.
sions.

Second Church

The

organization of Second Reformed
Church, Cleveland, was effected at the
suggestion of Dr. H. J. Ruetenik, in the
year 1864. Its first pastor was Rev. Elias
Bentzing, a graduate of the Presbyterian
Seminary in Cincinnati.
Seven years
later Rev. J. C. Young became pastor.
He came from the Evangelical Church
and brought about forty of his members
with him. The longest pastorate was that
of Dr. J. H. Stepler who served the congregation twenty-six years.
It was during this time that the First Evangelical
Church disbanded, with the result that
seventy-five of its members united with

Second Church first worshipped in a
frame building on the corner of
Woodland and Henry Streets, then
erected a stone church on the corner of
Woodland and Putnam Streets. In the
year 1915, this was taken down, carted
across the city and rebuilt stone for stone
little

at its present location.

Although it never grew large, this congregation has been a live factor among
the Reformed Churches of the city, being
quite active in missionary and benevolent
endeavors. Rev. H. B. Robrock has been
pastor since 1929.
FoiirtJi Church
Fourth Reformed Church was organized on December 10, 1872, by members
of First Church who were living in what
was at that time the outskirts of the city.

Dr. Stepler was one of the originators
of Fairview Park Hospital and Second
Church has most liberally supported this

first church building was erected in
1873 and Rev. H. Troutman was its first
Ten years later the building was
pastor.
enlarged. Shortly afterward a parsonage
was built and a pipe organ installed. It
was during the pastorate of Rev. Adolph
Krampe, D.D., that the present church
was erected. Dr. Krampe resigned to
join the faculty of the Mission House
Seminary. The present pastor. Rev. E.
A. Kielsmeier, has been with Fourth

institution.

Church

Second Church.

The

since 1920.
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congregation

ministers to the

has

given
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seven

—Rev.

Reformed Church

Diehm, Rev. Albert Pretzer
(deceased), Rev. H. HolHger, Rev. F.

William

H. Diehm, Rev. Herman Schultz, Rev.
(deceased), and Rev.
Julius Russian
Harold Weber.
Fourth Church has four missionary organizations, a Woman's Missionary Society, a senior and intermediate Guild,
and a Mission Band.
Eighth Church

As

a result of a Sunday-school started
a few years previously. Eighth Reformed
Church was organized with twenty members, forty-three years ago (1889), by
Dr. Ruetenik labDr. H. J. Ruetenik.
ored the first years practically without
salary and resigned when the congregation was able to support a pastor. Because of the fact that in the early days
of struggle it was relieved of the responsibility of pastor's salary. Eighth is the
only one of the Reformed Churches of
Cleveland which has never received aid
from the Home Mission Board.

At present, membership in both congregation and Sunday-school is increasing steadily. There is a Woman's Missionary Society, a Girls' Guild and a
Mission Band.

The missionary apportionment has
ways been paid
Rev. H.

J.

in full

al-

and on time.

Rohrbaugh, D.D., present

pastor, has ably served the congregation
for nearly nine years.

Hough Avenue Reformed Church,
Cleveland

Hough Avenue Church
Hough Avenue Reformed Church was
organized in a reading room on Wilson
Avenue by the sainted Dr. Hahn, father
of Miss Ruth Hahn a former missionary
in China.
The church building was erected on
the corner of East 65th Street and Hough
Avenue and was dedicated October 10,
1891, under the auspices of Tuscarawas
Ohio Synod. Among the min-

Classis, of
isters

who

the late Dr.

served this congregation was

John Bomberger.

In 1903, the Aid Society was organized into a Woman's Missionary Society
with Mrs. Libbie Eraser as president.
Mrs. Fraser is a sister-in-law of Dr.
Bomberger.
This was the first missionary society in any of the Reformed
Churches of Cleveland.
The present pastor is Rev. A. V.

Vondersmith.

Folks and Fetes

IT was one of those days when I was all
dressed up and had no place to go.
There was no reason why I should "put
on my best bib and tucker," except that
all the folk I met were in festal array.
How they were dressed doesn't matter
any more than what discarded model of
past years' styles I found to dress up in
All those other folk were going placesto homes of relatives, to temples for social
with companions, or someBesides meeting these folk
in holiday attire, one could sniff a frag-

gatherings

where

else.

rance in the air that smelled of perfumed
hand towels, and scented kerchiefs. Also,
the air gave out that peculiar stillness of
a day that is different, despite the fact
that the stillness was often punctured by
the sound of firecrackers.
I've come to
the sensitiveness of snifiing the air of
such days just as I sniff the air of every
first oncoming spring rain.
So, I dressed
up just because it was a day with these
festive differences in the air. But I didn't
have anywhere to go, because I wasn't
Since I've been "not native" for
native.

—
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more than ten

years, I ought not mind,
and actually I don't mind very much.
But this one day, smelling the festival
changes in the air, and being all dressed
up, and going no where, I got to thinking
about festivals, and folk, and faiths.
In the last decade, which is almost as
far back as I can think with any amount

—

.

.

.

of accuracy, literature, art, entertainment
and "excavating sciences" have been indicating a great deal of interest in Folk
Ways. It's possible that the reading and
traveling world will be fairly well convinced one of these days that folk are a
lot more interesting when they are difWhen
ferent than when they are alike.
that time comes, it is possible that the
mundane globe interest seekers won't be
so keen about blessing the conquering
heroes who have done so much to combine and lessen the individualistic differences of differing folk. But, for a time
-

at least,

we

shall

what we can

have some interest from

find out about other folk.

Festivals are the indigenous, almost
racially inherent, root-deep, sub-conscious
emotional outlets of a people. No matter
how they have originated, nor why, nor
when, after they have become such a part

of the lives of a people that the whole
land has calendarized such days, those
festival days have then become a part of
the racial inheritance; and direct as well
as manifest the collective emotions of the
When conquerors or new
land folk.
rulers take over a land, one of their first
needs is to secure the recognition and
voluntary obedience of the citizens. Having obtained the obedience of the citizens,
who are dwellers in the cities, the conquering groups often pay little attention
to the less thickly populated areas.

The

complete nationalization of a people is
accomplished by establishing such festival
days as will unite the minds of the popu-

group celebration of certain days.
Such nationalization and group unity is
most quickly established where boundaries are small and where travel is convenient enough to provide easy social

lace in

exchange. ...

About

then, in the midst of my meditawith a quarrelsome tendency

tions, a voice

to

argue interrupted me and said, "Well,
to do with the price of

what has that
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peanuts or the amount of sweet potatoes
on the market, or the possibilities of
China's war with Japan?"
But I said that i wasn't selling peanuts,
I was selling Folk Days.
Then the Argu-

ment wondered why I didn't call them
Holidays and so make myself understood but I insisted that there was just
where I wouldn't be understood for I
wasn't thinking about Holy Days, at all.
I was thinking about group days that may
;

have been anniversaries, or centennials, or
memorials, or timemarks on bamboo
sticks.

Then the Argument said, "Why be
bothered about them? They won't buy
you a waterproof ark for the next flood,
nor a bullet proof vest for the next war."
But I insisted that they were important,
because group days have a way of perwars and floods have gone
continue.
Any religious or cultural movement, or
social theory that seeks to affect the lives
of the whole group realizes that people's

sisting after

over.

So

I

.

.

.

Festivals or Folk Days are greater helps
or hindrances than laws, or guns, or
language. Laws only affect on the fairly

when people oft'end; guns
only affect on the rarer occasions when
groups go mad and languages can be
learned so that people talk the same way
But
even while they speak dift'erently.
people stay unabsorbed and individual as
long as their folk days stay unchanged.
In recent years, certain scholars interested in the philosophy of history seem to
be concurring on pointing out elements in
the present state of Western civilizations
that point toward a decline of these present high civilizations just as surely as
there was a decline and fall of the civilizations of Babylon, Greece and Rome.
If civilization must be defined as the cultural progress of cities, then the recent
events of unemployment with their trailing ills give reason to consider such a
rare occasions

;

Those
as seriously possible.
scholars who manifest belief in the idea
that present high cultures are bound to
change, suggest the possibility that the
civilization which will establish and maintain itself will come from that country
where the peasant class is hardiest.
Therefore, the importance of the argu-

situation

This
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ment returns

to the only plausible position
of thinking; which is, if a country, or a
world is to hold a faith or a philosophy or
a fact then the people of that land must
hold it and the group days of the land

must honor

By

this

it.

.

.

time

.

the

quarrelsome

s,ma)l

voice was wanting to burst out again to
Such
exclaim, "Why bother about it?
theories are all so remote and irrelevant
that they can't possibly have any connec;tion with us."

depended on what
the Argument meant by "us" whether it
meant the "we" of the present and now,
or whether it included the "we" that be-

But

I insist

that

it all

longs to the longer years of later time.
Since I meant the "us" that belongs to the
later "we," maybe the Argument could
begin to conceive that these theories have
as much connection with us as did the
Big War slogan of "Making the World
Safe for Democracy" have of popularizing and idealizing the war.
China has lived so long and experimented so much in methods of social living that it can't be amiss to consider some
of her results.
The land of China is as
broad and its peoples as tribally different
as the nations of Europe.
So, a study
of their experiments in national unity
should be quite instructive. The Dynasty
of Hans had about four hundred years of
consecutive ruling power.
Their period
of control lasted from B. C. 206 to A. D.
220 a time during which Rome was the
uniting unit of Western history.
That
the Hans got their nationalism well-established is proved by the fact that the
Chinese still call themselves Han men,
and the students consider themselves so
rightly descended from the Han aristocracy that they maintain claim to political
authority rights. From 600 to 900 A. D.,
China had a second period of great
national unity, during which time her culture reached such heights and spread to
such boundaries that it is still being honored in all sections of the East.
The
Mongols brought in a few centuries of
foreign rule, but it can be supposed that
they never succeeded in getting the willing acceptance of the people, for the
southern part of China was always at un.

.

.

—

rest

under their

rule.

From 1368

to

[February,

1644, there followed about 300 years of a
native dynasty rule, and it can easily be
supposed that the people gladly busied
themselves in re-nationalizing their ways
and days. During China's second period
of national unity, Europe was groping
around and trying to emerge from her

Dark Ages. When China went into a
Dark Age of foreign rule, Europe was
beginning to become cultured.
While
China was swinging back to her nationalism under the long rule of the Mings,
Europe was broadening her mental horizons and preparing for greater looseness
in unity.
During the Ch'ing Dynasty
from 1644 to 1908, while America was
being born and growing through her
childhood, there was a strong pull within
China to continue her own old, distinct,
individualism, but a restless younger and
stronger spirit was pulling toward the
change that brought on the Chinese Republic.
Hampered as they are by long
centuries of mental habits and folk ways,
Chinese thinkers have set their minds
toward progress and advance.
This is the twentieth year of the Republic.
How insignificant it seems in
comparison with say, for instance, the
two hundred and fiftieth year of the
Ch'ing Dynasty
But the Republic is

—

!

trying to reach the folk.
In every city
and county of China, the Republic has
established Political Party Bureaus and
Offices of Education in order to popularize
the task of
revolutionizing and
nationalizing the folk ways.
Changing
The
folk ways is a painstaking process.
Republic says that all business deals and
public plans must be made according to
the dates of the new sun calendar of the
Chinese Republic, but the country folk
keep on counting by the old Moon Calendar. The new government ordered that
old temples should be used for schools
and that monks and nuns should be
turned out but the land still keeps them.
The Nationalist Government ordered that
certain festivals of the old Moon Calendar count should not be observed, but
they got such sullen response that they
evolved a better way of giving near-dates
with similar but different things to do.
Now, althoug^h schools and public institutions may not declare holidays for the
;
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Moon

Calendar festival days, people
gather at home if they are bound to
remember; but the institutions may declare near-holidays for some different
It will be a long
kind of celebration.
while before the festival dates are comold

may

pletely substituted, for these festivals are
such a part of the liberties of the race's
life that they seem to have become a part
of their blood and bones.
In this land with its many centuries of
history, some folk-dates have lost the
cause and reason that brought them into
It is not strange or surprominence.
prising to find that native folk of remote
lands keep a number of celebration days
It seemed
that are remarkably alike.
strange at first but does not seem strange
now to find that China continues practice
of many customs very similar to customs
practiced by the tribes that came from
Ur of the Chaldees. Cultures and civilizations make people different; and cultures and civilizations rise and fall but
the land and men of the land go on, and
the Faith that the people of the land
hold goes on, for it grows into the very
;

root of their existence.
Then the Voice with the quarrelsome
tendency to argue put up a warning finger
.

.

.

"Now you are going to talk
about religion, aren't you?"
And I said, "You have guessed it. For
that is just what one must talk about
when one talks about things that keep on.
No matter how far up or how far along

and shouted,

•

man
tion

gets in his relation to man, his relato God is always farther up and

farther ahead."

"Well," said the Argument, "since you
are starting to talk about a Faith in the
way of thinking, above the Facts of the
way of living, I can't see but what you
are wasting the time of readers."
"No," I said, "I'm not wasting their
time.

It's

an

extremely

delicate

and

painstaking task to lay these roads of
Folk Ways so securely and so well that
all the traveling of civilizations up and
down won't tear out the bricks of their
pavement of progress in the reach toward
If the workers faint now in the
God.
heat of the Day of Interworld Mingling,
all of these years will have been so much
naturally
wasted energy. Naturally
.

.

.
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Way of the Man
."
of Galilee.
As the Church of Christ spread from
land to land, it has often had to houseclean against the unconscious accumulate Ai of tapestries once beautiful and useful but of later store-room service.
The
Church of Christ in China may have become a little misunderstood in her stir of
I'm talking about the
.

.

house-cleaning, but she has been working
hard at her task of making the native
And in
roads for the Man of Galilee.
must often be
China,
those
roads

mountain passes, narrow water-ways and
rice field paths into the veins of folk hfe.

In Shenchow, where we move slowly
toward the outer world and where the
outer world comes slowly to us but where
we reach and are reached by a vast portion of

China's 400,000,000 people, the

Church of Christ reached close and repatterned two festival days in 1931.
First came "Grave Visiting Monday,"
which the Christians celebrated on the
day after Easter Sunday.

The

Christians

graves in groups, singing
and recounting the story of the empty
tomb from which sprang the hope and
faith of final defeat for the universal
terminator of Hfe's course; and the joy
of the faith of a Christ Risen in the
Beauty of the Spring ... "in order that
."
It
where He is, we may be also.
happened that Easter Sunday in 1931 was
likewise the Moon Calendar's date of the
Festival of Feasting at the Tombs. This
festival has a confusion of origins and a
confusion of practices, but it is a season
of going to the hills (where all hills are
for repairing graves, for
cemeteries)
worshipping ancestors, for family picnics

visited

their

.

.

\'ery
and for remembering the dead.
often the Christians went on liaster Monday to the Christian cemetery and held
their services in the dc?p joy of His Jove
revealed and their love remembered. The

Christians did

more than

]\iy respect to

their ancestors, they respected the remembrance of their love of little children, of
Christ said, "Of such is the King-

whom
dom

of Heaven.''

the Mid-autumn Festival on
month,
eighth
Calendar's
fifteenth day, which is the eighth full
moon of the year. Even before time was

Then came

the

Moon

The Outlook

90

counted by dynasties of ruling houses,
gathered

people

famiHes together

their

time of the eighth

at the

months of

told of the

full

'heat that

moon, and
were gone

and the days that ripened grain, while
they counted ahead the moons of cooler
days which should finish their harvests
and give them time to prepare for the

Once in the history of the rise
of dynasties, the date had been
used for an uprising against the hated
rule of the Mongols, but the original
meaning of the Mid-autumn was that of
a date for giving expression of gratitude
to the deity of the season, who must be
the Moon Goddess.
winter.

and

fall

The

Church

celebrated

a

Church

Thanksgiving Day, one day after the date
of the Autumn Festival. On that Thanksgiving Sunday, members and friends of
the church sent in gifts from their produce pumpkins, corn, rice, grain, peanuts, walnuts, five loaves and two fishes,
millet, peas, beans, moon cakes, cash and
The front of the church was
copper.
filled with the gifts that each had given
according as the Lord had prospered him
and no widow's mites nor orphan's
gifts were despised. And all said, "These
gifts we give to the needy, who have less
than we."

—

.

.

.

The

entire

church was
''the

seating

filled

curious."

capacity

of

the

by members, friends and

On

that

day,

a native

of Missions

[February,

preacher preached the third of a series of
sermons on such a prosaic subject as
"Stewardship," which was better expressed as "The earth is the Lord's and
the fullness thereof."
The native evangelist who has had much contact with
the people who live from the land introduced the gifts as a natural offering of
gratitude, which was not to be mistaken
for the old way of carrying gifts to the
temple for the gods to smell, and see, and
return to the owners for their eating.

These gifts, the evangelist said, were of
gratitude to the Author of all Creation
and were to be shared with His other
children who had less.
Aside from the
gifts of produce, an offering of money
was given.
Shenchow is a very poor
native church, and the amount of coin
would not seem big, but it was observable
that all gave as the Lord had prospered
them ,and that they gave gladly. It was
a good thing, and it will be told of the
church for its good work among the
people.

So it was that two Folk Days found
the beginning of a new
and new
meaning. May it be that Christ may be
allowed to walk into their Folk Ways and

Way

bring them new life, and new hope and
be allowed to walk with them
long enough and close enough that they
understand, and make His Ways their
ways.
;

may He

Grace Walborn Snyder.

1914 South Sixth Street, Philadelphia
address
more than ten years
FOR
was known to the members of the
this

Woman's Missionary
Synod

Society of General

Reformed Community
Most of us recall with what

as "Bethel

Center."
joy we learned that, as a national missionary society, we were working with
the race who gave us our Lord and
Saviour, Jesus Christ the Hebrews.
spoke of its beginning with bated breath
and hoped and prayed that it might be a

—

We

success.

For years this work was carried on by
such faithful workers as Rebecca Forman (later Mrs. Gittel), Ida FeUz, then
by the Rev. and Mrs. Gittel. When these
workers were called elsewhere, the Rev.

Mr. Kleinginna with a corps of faithful
workers became available and "carried
on." Then came Mr. Kleinginna's sudden passing away and Mr. MacAllister,
Mrs. Kleinginna, and others took the
place.
Later on, came Miss Cook.
In all these years, twelve of them
there have been, the work expanded and
gradually included folk children, young
people and older ones of all races residing in the community. This widened
work made demands on the Woman's
Missionary Society of General Synod for
greater space and equipment than "1914"
afforded. It was felt, however, that more
money could not be invested in property
to carry on a work, worthwhile and effec-

—
—

!

!

i
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may have

tive

though

not

come under

it

the

been, which did

head of that

for

which the \\^oman's Missionary Society
was organized. "Bethel" had developed
into a Christian Social Center and after
a thorough investigation with the aid of
facts gleaned from every possible source,
denominational as well as interdenominational and civic groups, it was felt that
there were other nearby Centers which
could meet the needs of this particular
type of program. Therefore, last June at
the Cabinet Meeting it was decided to

close the ''Center."

After "1914" had been vacant only a
month, it was rented to a Jewish Mis"Die Juden-Missions
sionary Society,
Gesellschaft." On the Executive Board
of this organization one discovers the
name of Rev. Benjamin S. Stern, one of
our own pastors here in Philadelphia.
They have a splendid staff in the person
of Mr. and Mrs. P. O. Gruen, their
daughter, Mary Gruen, and Mr. Lewis.
A son of the Gruens, Emil, is a student at
Seminary in
Baptist Theological
the
Philadelphia, and will graduate this comHe has a difficult decision to
ing May.
make within the next month shall he

—

the ministry or continue to help
in his father's work, full time, as he is
now doing part time? Strangely enough,

enter

Mrs. Gruen knew Mr. Gittel in Germany
and remembers the time when he became
a Christian.

was with much joy that I was able
dinner with the Gruen family on
December 29th and remain for the Christmas entertainment afterward. Mr. and
Mrs. Gruen have been ably assisted by
Miss Braun, who comes to the Mission
once a week to train a small class of
children. Almost all of the work of these
missionaries is personal and Mr. Gruen
was proud to leave the dinner table that
night, with the remark "You must eat
without me," when he learned that a
Jewish man, with whom he had had an
argument two weeks previously and to
whom he had given three questions to
consider, was calling to see him. His eyes
fairly gleamed with joy as he learned
the identity of his visitor.
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"1914," directly opposite a Jewish
Synagogue, as it is, never ceases to
])reach, because John 3: 16 is printed in
large letters above the ])late glass window
on Sixth Street, while on the Hoffman
Street side one sees the Lord's Prayer.
Both are printed in Hebrew and English
and can be read day or night.
Those of you who have called at the
"Center" will remember the size of the
assembly room.
It was artistically decorated with a Christmas tree and completely filled by the audience, composed
of the twenty women who belong to Mrs.
Gruen's Mothers' Class, children, a few
Jewish men, and friends of the work.
Among the friends whom you will recall
were Mrs." Gertrude Cogan Lyon, Helen
Sheffit and Anna Blumberg.
Helen and
Anna will be remembered by the women
as the girls who came to our Center
when the Misses Forman and Peltz
were still with us Helen, as the one who
endured much hardship, and who has
developed into a beautiful and charming
young Christian woman, a graduate nurse
and now a student at a Philadelphia Bible
School Anna, as the girl who used to

—

;

write verse as she worked in a store, who
found our first janitor after he had died

suddenly one morning, and who comes
the new Mission daily, playing the
piano for "Mother" and "Dad" Gruen,
also doing secretarial work for them.
Dorothy
Dollsheck,
another
"Queen
Esther" girl helps to "carry on" this new
work.

to

It

to take

Society

It

less

was rather

way

in

thrilling to see the fear-

which Mr. Gruen gave the

Christmas message, reading the Christmas
story in Yiddish while his son read it in
English.
"Mother" Gruen sang "Hark,
the Herald Angels Sing" in Yiddish and
the children recited about the birth of the
Saviour and sang the beautiful carols we
all

love at this season of the year.

Then came the distribution of gifts
made possible by interested friends, and
rather reluctantly we bade "good night"
our host and hostess feeling that 1914
South Sixth Street, begun as a Jewish
Center, had, under the direction of these
Hebrew Christian friends, come back into
its own.
Carrie M. Kerschner.

to
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"This

is

my name

for ever and this

is

my

of Missions

memorial unto

Life Memberships'^

Eastern Synod—

[February,

generations." Ex.3: 15

all

Memberships

Eastern

—

Lancaster Classis
Mrs. John W.
Plowman, 133 Hoerner Street, HarrisMrs. Alvin M. Weaver, 815
burg, Pa.
N. 18th Street, Harrisburg, Pa.

—

Philadelphia

Gross

in Memoriarn'^

Synod —
Classis

Dechant,

— Mrs.

Catawissa,

Elizabeth
Pa.

George B. Dechant, Catawissa, Pa.

Rev.

Miss

Reading Classis Mrs. Lucy Hughes,
1145 N. 11th Street, Reading, Pa.

Evalyn C. Dechant, Norristown, Pa. Mrs.
EHzabeth Rumpf, 1213 W. Venango

Philadelphia Classis
Miss Sue L. DeChant, 622 DeKalb Street, Norristown,
Pa. Mrs. Edward S. Fretz, Collegeville,
Pa.

Street, Philadelphia, Pa.

—

—

Pennsylvania Classis Mrs. AlC. Renner, 336 E. Goepp
Street, Bethlehem, Pa.
East

berdie

M.

Ohio Synod

East Ohio

Second
phia, O.

—Mrs.
—

Mrs. Anna Fry,
Miss Alice Hurney, 219
S. W., New Philadel-

Northwest Synod
Milwaukee

Classis

— Mrs. Fiorina Mann,

Hazleton, Pa.

—
—Mrs.

Juniata Classis
Mary Elizabeth
Dively Beardsley, 1521 Nineteenth Avenue, Altoona, Pa.

Classis

Street,

2815 N. 2nd

E. D. Bright,

—

Shanesville, O.

Wyoming

F. Batdorf,

Potomac Synod

—

Pittsburg Synod
Somerset Classis
Thurmont, Md.

—

Lebanon Classis Mrs. M.
Main Street, Annville, Pa.

—
—Mrs. Anna Schick,

Classis

Street, IMilwaukee,

Wis.

Ohio Synod

Southwest Ohio Classis

with great sorrow that the
IT
Woman's Missionary Society heard of
the death of one of its dear friends, j\Irs.

Abram Simmons,

Bluffton, Indiana.

At the time of her death ]\Irs. Simmons
was Treasurer of the Woman's Missionary Society of Alid-west Synod. Formerly she had been president of this Society, and, as such represented her Synod
in the Cabinet of 'the

General Synodical

For three years she was SecreSociety.
tary of Organization and ^Membership of
the General Society.
who knew her
those
Several of
intimately, in both cases wives of former
pastors, have written beautifully of her

"^Report for two months.

Memberships

omitted from final copy in January without our knozvledge.

Home

and friends, but to the church as well.
Her life was one of faithfulness and
beautiful devotion.
In the local church,
her leadership and influence were of the
Her earnestness and sinhighest type.
cerity in everything pertaining to her
religious life

who came

were an inspiration

in contact

to

all

with her.

"She was a teacher in the Bible School
and for many years held the ofiice of
president of the local \\'oman's Alissionary Society.

"She had a wnde circle of friends, who,
through having known her, must have
felt very much richer because of her influence and her high Christian ideals."

Hfe.

"The death of Mrs. Abram Simmons
means a great loss not only to her family

—Mrs. Barbara

E. Fischer, 151 Ashley Street, Dayton, O.

Another Friend Called
was

—

M. E. Aespach,
(]\Irs.

William A. Alspach).

Woman's Missionary Society

1932]

''How happy I am to pay this brief
tribute to one who has been so dear a
friend!
For days my mind has been

Girls'

93

Missionary

crowded with happy memories of Mrs.
Simmons. Long before I became her

Guild

minister's wife, I visited in her home
when she was a young mother with two
small boys playing about her. Her kind-

ness and hospitality then endeared her to
her home was one of the first I
entered after we came to Bluffton to live.
Never has there been a more loyal friend,
unselfish, thoughtful, kind and generous.
On numberless occasions it was her loving understanding and generosity which
smoothed the pathway and made life more
pleasant for the parsonage family. What
wise counsel she gave, what a comfort to
have a friend who listened, but who never
repeated the things told her

me and

"And memories of long journeys to
General Synodical Meetings with Mother
and Mrs. Simmons are a pleasure

to re-

Ruth Heinmiller, Secretary

EVERY

monthly Guild meeting is important but the March meeting is one
which is very important. It is then that
the reports for the year are gathered and
prepared to send on.

Paul

St.
.

.

.

a

said,

"Study

workman

to shew thyself
that needeth not to be

may feel that the
exacting work of rendering an annual report in a workmanship manner is_all a
part of building the Kingdom.
ashamed," and so we

The task of the Synodical and Classical
Secretaries at the close of the Classical
year is particularly heavy. The secretary
of the local Guild can lighten the burden
very materially, (1) by making certain
there are no mistakes in figures; (2) by
answering questions as fully as possible
(3) by sending the report to the Classical
Secretary of the Girls' Missionary Guild

Synodical meetings, too, always provided a day of interest for us. In those
days, St. Joseph Classis included a large
territory, and the trip to a Classical meeting was a long one.
were all so interested in the work that the day with its
discussions of plans and programs, with
its share of fun and jokes always passed
quickly.
Frequently, she would sing the
alto while Mother sang soprano and I
played now they are singing in the
chorus over there
"Mrs. Simmons was not only a loyal
friend, she was devoted and loyal to her
Master, willing to serve and to give of
her time, talent and means. Her love for
her Master was unbounded, her devotion
unlimited, her service joyfully given.
"What finer tribute could I pay her
than to quote a few sentences from a personal letter of her husband?
He says,
'She was one of the most noble of women

bread

mercy
newness

and was an honor

confidence

order

disposition

power

endurance

refuge

call.

We

—

to

womanhood.

She

her work in the midst of it, for
she was more occupied at that time than
ever before in the work nearest to her
laid aside

heart.'

"What

a joy to know that she was
ready to go, that she has joined the throng
of loved ones over there, and that some
day we shall hear again her voice as she
greets us when we, too, shall 'come
"

home.'

Josephine

C.

Diefenbach.

before April 10th.

Let each Guild strive to send in the best
report in its history. This
port of this triennium and
be a good one.

March

is

the last re-

is

we want

also Stewardship

it

to

Month

Jesus said, "I say unto you what things
soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe
that ye receive them, and ye shall have
them." With this thought in mind may
we think on the following things which
are God's gifts* to man:
ability

faith

strength

gratitude

trust

hope

understanding

immortality

virtue

joy

wholeness

kindness

youth

love

zeal
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We heartily welcome
We only wish there
welcome.

Eastern Synod

this

were

new

Guild.

more

to
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by Mrs. Clarence Kelley and
Miss Loraine Heagy with 9 charter memganized

President, Miss Dorothy Yingst,
1908 Holly Street, Harrisburg, Pa.

bers.

Harrisburg, Pa., Fourth Church.

Or-

Jottings

JUST

a year ago there appeared in

Outlook of Missions an

The

account of

of the Woman's
first anniversary
Missionary Society of the Church of

the

Shenchow, Hunan,
Everlasting
Life,
China.
picture showing the members
of the society accompanied the article.
This society was organized September

A

28, 1929.

Here

same society on its second
Notice how much larger the
group is of course the children do not
belong, but they just had to be on the
picture with their mothers, you know
It would have been interesting to hear the
annual reports, wouldn't it at least the
is

this

birthday.

—

—

Chairman of the Membership Committee
would not have to report a "loss in membership" as so many chairmen must here
home.
Miss Zierdt, Mrs. Hilgeman and Miss
Weil stand in the center back.

at

Jf.

if.

Miss Weil writes "I'll share a bit of
good news with you. Today three girls
in

one home confessed Christ after

fol-

lowing

our reading course in tracts,
Scripture verses, and 'Gospel Thousand
Character Book.'
The first of the
eleventh moon, they did not worship
idols as they have always done. Praise
to Him who alone is worthy of praise and
*
*
honor."
*

From the American School for Girls,
Baghdad, Iraq, comes a newsy Christmas

from Miss Effie May House.
Miss House speaks of the fact that she
has enjoyed very much her work as acting principal of the school during the
furlough of Mrs. Thoms.
"We have
nine classes for one hundred thirty-seven
girls and there are seven teachers besides
myself. The spirit is fine. Enrollment is
greeting

divided almost equally

Moslems and

Christians.

among Jewesses,
The old barriers
are broken down

of religions and creeds
and one is likely to see a Jewess, a Moslem and an Armenian walking arm in
arm at any recess time.
"We are preparing our Christmas program, trying to keep out all the commercialization of the spirit of

Christmas that

Woman's Missionary Society

19321

It
is found in Western countries today.
gives one a queer feeling to hear them
sing the Christmas carols and know that
deep in their hearts they are sowing seeds
May His
of love for the Christ-child.
love shine brighter in your hearts this
coming year for our Baghdad girls."
>lc

>i<

Only one more month remains

which
new Societies can be reported to add to
the sum total of organized Woman's Missionary groups. This heralds the news of
one in Tohickon Classis organized by
Mrs. John E. Wildasin with 23 charter
members on November 15, 1931. Miss
Elizabeth C. Kern, Colmar, Pa., is president.
Mrs. H. A. Shelley, Secretary of
Organization and Membership of the
Classis, writes, ''The president, Mrs. Paul
Gerhart, and I were proud to install these
officers on November 22nd."
We, too,
are ''proud" to welcome them and all the
members.
in

Literature Chat
Carrie M. Kerschner

IT

has been significantly said that "Our
is the one who helps us to

best friend
find out our

real

selves

and who en-

deavors to show us how to make proper
use of our abihties."
To help make the missionary organizations in the local church worthwhile somebody must study every individual in these
particular groups and then lend whatever
aid is available for the development of the
talent needed in the society. If the member shows no zeal in contributing to the
success of the Kingdom work, lose no
time in helping her find herself. A large
Yes, but who is looking for a
task?
Do the practical
small thing to do?
things that are really necessary, as you
contemplate the new year that is "around
the corner" for the officers to be elected
at the March meeting.
The Installation of these new officers
has been scheduled for the April meeting.
Please
use the service "Lighted to
Extra copies
Lighten" in the Packet.
sell for 10c each, 3 for 25c.
Have you made definite plans for the

annual business

meeting?

The March

program

95

It
good material.
any of it by devoting much time to business
Can you plan
a "pot luck" supper and transact the busiOr,
ness before the regular meeting?
better still, use an extra day for the im-

of

full

is

seems a shame

to lose

!

portant occasion.

Reminder for the Lenten Mission
Study Class The Woman's Societies did
a most encouraging piece of work during
:

the

A

fall.

great

many

separate study

were held. And now the Lenten
season is upon us with the opportunity to
use the foreign book "Christ Comes to the

classes

Village." 50c paper, 75c cloth, or "The
Rural Billion," 60c paper, cloth $1.00.
The "How to Use" for each of these
books is 25c.
Girls' Missionary Guilds are now using
"God and the Census," 60c paper, $1.00
The Manual for same is priced at
cloth.

50c and contains pages and pages of helpful material.

We

wonder

there are not

if

some

last

Look
minute Reading Course wants?
over your Reading Course list, select
what you want and we will quote you a
very special price on your order.
Those residing in the area of the Eastern Depository order from Miss Carrie
M. Kerschner, 416 Schaff Bldg., 1505
Race Street, Philadelphia. Those residing in the area of the \\>stern Depository
order from the Woman's Missionary Society, 2969 W. 25th Street, Cleveland,
Ohio.

QUERIES
1.

Who

said, "If a country or a world
is to hold a faith or a philosof>hy or
a fact, then the people of that land

must hold it and the group days of
the land must honor it"?^

manner

zvas First

Reformed

2.

In zvhat

3.

Church, Cleveland, started?
Hozv has 1914 South Sixth

4.

come into its ozvnf
A home zi'ithout books
zvithout

5.

.

.

7.

8

is

like a

house

?

Triennial Meeting of
Missio)iary Society of
General Synod to be held?
Hozv did Christians obserz'e an old
Chinese Festival Day?
What Woman's Missionary Society
increased its membership last year?
The Great Aim of the Chinese today

Where is the
Woman's

the

6.

.

Street

is

.

.

.

?
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There Is a Tomorrow for China
Allen
(For Use

N

spite

of

in the April

R.

Bartholomew

Meeting of

the

Woman's Missionary

Society)

the books written and
flood, war and banditry, that many of us
I the stories told about the great people seem to have no ear or eye for the progof China, there is still much to learn. The
ress of the Gospel among the Chinese.
last word has not been spoken.
What I The fortitude, courage and patience of
am recording_ here is not even up-to-date.
the Chinese Christians should challenge
^
This is a time, however, for sober think- ^ our attention and restore our confidence
mg and patient waiting on the part of in the work of the missionaries and their
missionary workers and supporters. No
associates.
snap judgment will do.
study of the Hunan field for KingChina is in commotion in perplexity dom building, in which our Mission is
in confusion.
There are foes within located, is most inspiring. Our missionand enemies without its borders. Those aries are of one mind that
is the
who are nearest the scenes of action as- time to increase the number of workers
sure us that China is on the way to the
and to revive the agencies on the field.
goal of her ambition.
Their sole aim is to strengthen the Church
long it will
take to attain it no one knows.
of Christ in China, but it is their sincere
The great aim of the Chinese is a conviction that it is a mistake for the
present to think of abandoning the MisUnified China. They want to see the 18
In the midst of the
sion.
provinces united.
Certain functions of Mission life
and activity must be kept intact for the
present apparent disunion it may be diffiLooking welfare of the Chinese Church.
cult to perceive any results.
One of the most crying needs is the
back to 1911, the time of the birth of the
Republic of China and watching the
filling up of the ranks of the missionary
march of events, it must be evident that personnel and the restoration of the damaged property.
a new China is slowly emerging.
sense
Instead of having 59
workers in our Mission as in 1927, there
of security prevails which makes living
more enduralDle. There is less prevalence are now but 23. The work is just as
great as ever. The tasks are increasing.
of banditry. The attacks on missionaries
It is futile to carry on the work hopemust not be laid to the Nationalists but
fully with only half a staff.
to the "red armies."
China is a member
Far from
being inopportune to expand our missionof the League of Nations. Her relations
with Western powers are becoming better ary efforts in China, there has been no
time in the history of China and there
understood, and it is to be hoped that the
may not be another for many centuries,
present acute situation between Japan and
China may find an early peaceful when a Christian life can render a nobler
service for Christ.
solution.
The immediate call is for two physiGrave problems are facing the Christian Church in China today.
cians, one nurse, two woman teachers, one
In spite of
the strain on the spiritual morale of both
agricultural teacher, and one evangelistic
missionaries and native Christians, stable
missionary.
If the Church will provide
progress is being made along many lines.
these most needful workers there need be
no fear for the future of our work in
It is high time that our members should
China. The Chinese are awakening to the
understand the situation in China.
are
blessings of the religion of Jesus Christ.
so kept under the spell of famine and
.

.
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,
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Lillian Klein, Brooklyn,

of Missions.""

New

York,

Secretary of Literature of St. Luke's Church.

A
"A home
Henry Ward

Glimpse Through the Window

without

l)ooks,"

declared

Beecher, "is Hke a house

without windows."

GOD

THE SLUMS— By

IN

Redwood

—

Price, $1.25

—2

units

Hugh

the

Thames

overflowed

—

acting as relief corps, the women
officers as well as men 'carrying on' with
the simple and terse explanation, 'We're
Slums !' so inspired him that he wanted
to know more of the Army, an organiza-

Army

—

many

other Englishmen,

Out

ing

countless

in

lives

that

through the power of

God

wood has

its

banks in January, 1928, and in a few
'hours wrought terrible and devastating
damage on the waterfront of the city,
where live thousands of London's poorest
of poor, Hugh Redwood, editor and
journalist, felt the urge of news possibilities and went down to this region in
search of an interesting experience. What
he saw in an hour or so the Salvation

tion to him, as to

—

on the

Reading Course.

"When

rather vague and unacknowledged, just
something which plays bands through the
streets and holds meetings on the street
corners. What he learned in his investigation the marvelous changes it is workit

reaches,

— Mr.

Red-

tried to put in this book.

He

says: 'I have attempted merely to give
the testimony of an ordinary man to the
truth of things which for years I thought
I disbelieved.'
He has tried to make it a
record of what God has done and is doing
in the slums abong people regarded by
their fellowmen as hopeless and 'beyond
the pale.' A 'book of modern miracles,'
the publisher calls it, and not only that,
but it is also a very fine record of the
great work being done by the unpretentious officers of the Salvation Army.
'We're slums' means the group that serves
in the slums department of that big
organization."

in the

Country

months of waiting,
Country" has arrived. Many
junior groups have been using "Wheat
Magic" which deals with rural Hfe in
other lands. After this project has been
completed the boys and girls will want to
know about rural life in America. The

valuable also. By illuminating and interpreting the everyday experiences of the
farm child, he and his city brothers will be
better able to understand and sympathize
with similar experiences in the lives of
other children.
The child will become
more aware of the interdependence of

course, "Out in the Country," will be of
of
leaders
for
assistance
invaluable
The
Juniors planning such a study.
materials and activities forming its basis

farmers with one another and with city
groups as well, and his increased knowledge and sympathy will form a good

were used with a goup of country children who met in a farmhouse every day
for a week in the middle of winter. Leaders of city groups will find this course

Christian

At
"Out

last,

after several

in the

Additional Di\

—

Ohio Synod

Secretary of Organization and Membership
Mrs. Annetta H. Winter, Pros-

—

pect,

Secretary of

210

Stewardship — Mrs.

S.

Jefferson

H. P.
Avenue, St.

l)ernard, O.

Secretary of Girls' Missionary Guilds
T. Kinzer, 708 W. Wayne

—Mrs. W.
Street,

basis

the application of
of friendliness and

for

principles

OUT IN
Bv Hazel \^ Orton

service.

THE COUNTRY—
-Cloth, $1.00; paper.

75c.

ctory Changes
Northwest Synod

—

Secretary of Organization and
l:)ership

— Mrs.

John

Mem-

Neuenschwander,

Melbourne, Iowa.

O.

l-ey,

working

Lima, O.

Eastern Synod

—

Change of Address

— Secretary of Life

and Members in Memoriam.
Miss Katharine Laux, 24^) Xorth iMt'tli
INIembers

Street, Reading, Pa.
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